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“Thou and |” 


By Philip Wendell Crannell 


6¢f cannot sleep tonight! ’’ 
‘s Wake, then, with Me.”’ 


‘‘ Pain racks my wearied limbs !’’ 
‘‘ Mine ached for thee.’’ 


‘‘ Each day an added pang! ’’ 
‘‘ And added grace! ’’ 


‘‘ The world grows dim before my eyes! "’ 
+‘ Clearer, My face.”’ 


*¢ How long these vigils last! ’’ 
«« Only till past.’”’ 

‘Idle, I cannot bear to be}! ’’ 
‘¢I work for thee.’’ 


“ The task, alas, half done!’ 
«<I carry on."’ 


‘* My friends so far, though near! ’’ 
«¢ But I am here.”’ 


‘Soon, Lord, wilt send release? ’”’ 
*s And now, My peace!’ 


ww 
True Faith Divides 


Divisiveness may be more important 
than unity. Faithfulness: to God demands 
separation from that which denies God; 
the Scriptures and our Lord make this 
very plain. A great meeting in which this 
truth was rejected was held secently in 
the vast auditorium of Radio City Music 
Hall, New York, when Roman Catholics, 
Protestants, and Jews “joined in praying 
for peace at the opening of the Holy Year 
proclaimed by Pope Pius.” Former Gov- 
ernor Alfred E;-Smith, Dr. S, Parkes Cad- 
man, and Rabbi Alexander Lyons stood 
shoulder to shoulder in making addresses, 


and the Literary Digest reported the meet- 
ing of 7,000 persons with the statement, 
“Creetls Divide, But Faith Unites.” That 
misleading statement overlooks the fact that 
“creed” and “faith” are really one and the 
same word, both meaning “belief.” There 
can be no unity in the sight of God be- 
tween those who reject his Son and those 
who receive his Son; between those who 
worship Mary, the human mother of our 
Lord, who was a sinner saved by grace 
like all other sinners, and those who wor- 
ship only God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Holy Spirit. All true creeds 
unite all true believers. All true faith 
separates all true believers-from those who 
deny the faith, The Lord Jesus Christ 
said: “Suppose ye that I am come to give 
peace on earth? I tell you, Nay; but 
rather division:. for from- henceforth. there 
shall be five in one house divided, three 
against two, and two against three” (Luke 


12:51, 52). 
_ 
What Lies Ahead? 


Most of us would like to know what 
tomorrow will bring forth: And most of 
us ought not to know. There is a good 
deal of trial, and testing, and distress, and 
tribulation nowadays; a day of this at a 
time is all we need, for the Lord himself 
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Why the Age 


MATCH is one of the commonest 

A and most democratic things we have. 

But has it occurred to us that the match 

is a recent invention? Only ninety-eight 

years have passed since John Walker, Eng- 

lish chemist, invented the friction match. 

This simple invention, and all modern in- 

ventions, and the age of: invention itself, 

cover only about one hundred and twenty- 
five years. 

Why is the age of invention so recent? 
Why did people get along with the awk- 
ward, clumsy old flint and steel and tinder 
box of our forefathers for so long? Why 
did our grandfathers reap their fields with 
the hand. sickle — practically the same as 
in the days of Abraham, and when Ruth 
gleaned in the fields of Boaz? Why did 
the forked branch of a tree serve as the 
only plow for so long? Why did the faith- 
ful horse, and the patient ox or cow pro- 
vide the only source of power for travel 
and burden-bearing for so many plodding 
centuries? Why were oar and sail the 
only motive power for ships as they fear- 
somely ventured out to sea while age fol- 


said, “Sufficient unto the day is the evil 
thereof.” And there are great blessings 
just ahead as well as today; when they 
come it will be better to have them as a 
blessed surprise and fresh evidence of 
God’s unfailing love, wisdom, and grace. 
There is a keen statement in that old in- 
spired book of man’s wisdom, Ecclesiastes, 
or The Preacher. He tells us (7:14): 
“In the day of prosperity be joyful, but 
in the day of adversity consider: God also 
hath set the one over against the other, to 
the end that man should find nothing after 
him.” The Revised Version renders the 
last clause, “to the end that man should not 
find out any thing that shall be after him.” 
The great German commentator Zoekler 
has a significant comment on this verse, 
most timely for today. The meaning is, he 
says, “in order that he [man] may fathom 
nothing that lies beyond his present condi- 
tion, or in order that the future ... re- 
main hidden and concealed from him, and 
that he may in nowise count on it, but 
rather remain in all things unconditionally 
dependent on God and his grace.” God’s 
grace is always in the present tense, and 
that is enough: “My grace IS sufficient 
for thee.” As the Salvation Army lassie 
said: “I don’t know what is in the future, 
but I know the Lord is in the future, and 
I know I am in the Lord, and so it is all 
right.” 


® 


of Invention ? 


lowed age? Why were food and clothing 
produced and prepared, and all the pro- 
cesses of the workaday world carried on, 
in the same old ways as centuries came 
and went, with hardly a change? 

Was it from lack of brain power in our 
forefathers and the ancient peoples? No, 
for in other lines than invention there was 
high achievement. In literature, philos- 
ophy, art, government, the past both ancient 
and early modern, has left enduring monu- 
ments. The field of human genius was 
fertile, but the plant of scientific knowl- 
edge and invention had but a slow, feeble 
growth. Why did it lag behind other mental 
activities? 

We must go to the Bible for.the answer. 
God had a purpose in it. “When the ful- 
ness of the time was come, God sent forth 
his Son” (Gal. 4:4). God has a plan, a 
program, for his people and for the world. 
He has cértain dates, certain appointments. 
In the fullness of time he observes these 
dates, keeps these appointments. So, with 
certain great ends in view, he gives rein 
here, holds back there; exalting, repress- 
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ing, encouraging here, discouraging there, 
as best suits his long plan of the ages. 

It was God’s clock that struck in the 
latter part of the eighteenth century when’ 
the age of invention was set going. 

The early steps were slow. Franklin had 
already discovered electricity ; James Watt 
had perfected his steam condensing engine. 
Then came the telegraph, the cotton gin, 
the power press, electric lights, and in 
the early part of the nineteenth century 
George Stephenson began to run his steam 
locomotive at the breakneck speed of eight 
miles an hour. Fulton’s steamboat came 
in the first decade of the last century; then 
followed iron ships, Howe and his sewing 
machine, painless surgery, and sanitation, 
and a thousand other things, the very 
enumeration of which would be bewildering 
and well nigh impossible. 

We turn to our Bible and find that God 
himself ordered this wonderful age of in- 
vention. The world gives the credit to 
men; Christians who know their Bibles 
give God the glory. It was God who in- 
itiated this era of scientific discovery and 
invention that so suddenly flashed upon 
the world after the centuries. God had 
something to do, and he needed new proc- 
esses, new devices, new and quicker ways 
of doing it. 

What was this New Thing God was 
about to do? The end of an age was ap- 
proaching; one of God’s great dispensa- 
tional way-marks was in sight, and he had 
a special message to send out. To do this, 
to send this message out over the world, 
—a bigger world than in Paul’s day, — 
he needed certain equipment for men, cer- 
tain things that only scientific discovery 
and inventive genius could supply. So for 
the time being he turned men’s minds away 
from philosophy, music, sculpture, and 
other beautiful playthings, and led them to 
spy out new knowledge and contrive new 
ways of doing things. 

What was this message, this universal 
proclamation that was to go out to earth’s 
four corners? Two prophecies nearly six 
hundred years apart help us at this point. 

The first is Daniel 12:4: “But thou, O 
Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the 
book, even to the time of the end: many 
shail run to and fro, and knowledge shall 
be increased.” 

The second is in the New Testament, in 
Matthew 24:14. The Lord Jesus himself 
is speaking. He has been talking about 
the end of the age and of his coming again; 
the disciples have asked him when these 
things should be, and what should be the 
sign of his coming, and of the end of the 
age. He has been answering these ques- 
tions. He has mentioned many things that 
should characterize the last days; such as 
false Christs, wars, pestilences, famines, 
earthquakes, iniquity. Then he utters these 
memorable words: “And this gospel of 
the kingdom shall be preached in all the 
world for a witness unto all nations; and 
then shall the end come.” 

What is the connection between these 
two prophecies of Daniel and our Lord? 
They both speak of “the end.” Daniel 
speaks of universal and rapid travel, and 
of the increase of knowledge; probably 
meaning not only scientific knowledge but 
hitherto unrevealed knowledge of the 
Scriptures, both of which characterize our 
time. 

Our Lord said this Gospel of the King- 
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‘dom should be preached to all nations as 


a witness. 

These -prophecies synchronize perfectly. 
The fulfillment of one provided the means 
for the fulfillment of the other. The ful- 
fillment of Daniel’s word was a sort of 
“enabling act” making possible the fulfill- 
ment of the prophecy in Matthew. Ocean 
greyhounds, rapid and modern, were re- 
quired to carry missionaries, medical sup- 
plies, Bibles, to far away, sea-girt islands 
and continents. Airplanes were needed to 
supplement the ships. Perfecting power 
presses were needed to print, fold, stitch, 
and deliver thousands of Bible portions 
every hour to supply a world need. Before 
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the press there had to be paper mills cap- | 
able of converting a live, standing tree into 
paper pulp and print paper in time to reach 
the press and be printed. 

There had to be télegraphic communica- 
tion. The way Paul’s letters reached the 
churches in his day would. not do for 1933. 
And even the telegraph and the press had 
to be supplemented by the radio, by which 
the glad message could be spoken around 
the world as to one audience. These and 
other pieces of equipment too vast. to de- 
scribe were needed to carry the good news 
of salvation and of a soon-returning Lord 
to the world’s needy millions as a witness. _ 


(Continued on page 333) 














NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS | 





Are Jews and Gentiles 
Without Christ Lost? 


What hope is there for Jews of this 
present age —living according to their be- 
lief — and dying without accepting Jesus 
Christ as their Saviour? Does Scripture 
answer this? 


What does Scripture teach regarding the 
destiny of the heathen who die, in this age, 
without having heard the Gospel message? 
—A Canadian reader. 


It was to Jews, living according to their 
belief, that “Peter, filled with the Holy 
Ghost,” made this solemn statement of 
judgment together with the offer of sal- 
vation: “Be it known unto you all, and 
to all the people of Israel, that by the name 
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye 
crucified, whom God raised from the dead, 
even by him doth this man stand here be- 
fore you whole. This is the stone which 
was set at nought of you builders, which is 
become the head of the corner. Neither 
is there salvation in any other: for there is 
none other name under heaven given among 
men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4: 
10-12). 

A few days earlier, on the day of Pente- 
cost, Peter had declared by inspiration: 
“Therefore let all the house of Israel know 
assuredly, that God hath made that same 
Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord 
and Christ.” When his Jewish. hearers 
were “pricked in their heart,” and asked 
what they should do, Peter answered: 
pent, and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission 
of sins.” 

Some thirty years later, when Israel as a 
nation, having had her opportunity and 
having rejected it, was living in. unbelief 
and enmity against God, Paul, the saved 
Jew, cried out: “Brethren, my _ heart’s 
desire and prayer to God for Israel is, 
that they might be saved” (Rom. 10:1). 
The unsaved Jews for whom he agonized 
were “living according to their belief,’ and 
that “belief” was unbelief, and meant their 
eternal death. For in that same chapter 
Paul showed that the only way of salvation 
was by confessing the Lord Jesus with the 
mouth, and believing in the heart that God 
hath raised him from the dead (Rom. 10: 
9). 

Unbelieving Jews and Gentiles are lost. 
Believing Jews and Gentiles are saved. 
“For the scripture saith, Whosoever be- 
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lieveth on him shali not be ashamed. For - 
there is no difference between the Jew and 
the Greek; for the same Lord over all is 
rich unto all that call upon him.. For who- 
soever shall call upon the name of the 
Lord shall be saved” (Rom. 10: 11-13). 

The same Scriptures answer the second 
question asked by the Canadian reader, as 
to the destiny of the heathen who die with- 
out having heard the Gospel message. “For 
whosoever shall call upon the name of the 
Lord shall be saved. How then shall they 
call on him in whom they have not be- 
lieved? and how shall they believe in him 
of whom they have not heard? and how shall 
they hear without a preacher? And how 
shall they preach, except they be sent? as it 
is written, How beautiful are the feet of 
them that preach the gospel of peace, that 
bring glad tidings of good things! . . . So 
then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing 
by the word of God” (Rom. 10: 13-15, 17). 

It is true that there is great reluctance 
to believe that the unevangelized heathen 
are lost. But if they are not, there is no 
valid reason for the Great Commission, for 
carrying the Gospel to them. One of the 
most valuable discussions of this vital, 
heart-searching question is a pamphlet en- 
titled “The Spiritual - Condition of the 
Heathen,” by Dr. Henry W. Frost, Home 
Director Emeritus for North America of 
the China Inland Mission, and whose per- 
sonal knowledge of spiritual conditions in 
the foreign field, in the light of a life-long 
study of the Scriptures, throws exceptional 
light on this study. In this pamphlet he 
answers such objections as the following: 

“God cannot possibly allow such vast 
numbers to perish.” 

“God is love, and he will provide a way 
of escape for the heathen.” 

“The heathen are living up to the light 
which they have; therefore, they will be 
saved.” 

“Men in Christian lands are lost because 
they have heard the Gospel and have re- 
jected it; the heathen have not heard the 
Gospel and have not rejected it, therefore, 
they are not lost.” 

This pamphlet may be had from the 
China Inland Mission, 5 cents each, 50 
cents a dozen, $4.25 a hundred, postpaid; 
orders may be sent to the Mission, either 
at 237 West School Lane, Philadelphia; or 
150 St. George Street, Toronto 5, Ontario, 
Can. 
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Mussolini and the Resurrection of —_ 


Can he reclaim the Pontine Marshes ? 
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HAT Mussolini has his opposition 


is evident. There are those whe are 
his bitter foes, but they scarcely 
dare voice their opposition. He is an 


inspiring leader, an intrepid leader. He 
has repeatedly declared that he courts dan- 
ger, that he enjoys it. One characteristic 
utterance from the lips of Mussolini proves 
this: . 

Danger electrifies me. If a man en- 
tered my room armed with. a revolver, 
I would immediately spring to attack 
him. I am built that way. I plunge 
forward at the snap just as the hound 
leaps at the first scent in the hunt. I 
get the flash immediately. 


His whole history proves this, and the 
crowd love him for. it and are willing to 
follow him to the bitter end if need be. 
His fearless and constant appearance be- 
fore the crowds, after having been shot at 
repeatedly, makes him a hero to the masses. 

Another characteristic that appeals to 
the people is Il Duce’s remarkable capacity 
for work. At one time he held nine port- 
folios of the Cabinet; practically he was 
the Cabinet, and the Cabinet was _ he. 
Whatever he may have meant when he 
quoted the words.of Louis XIV, “L’Etat, 
c’est moi,’ he spoke but the bare truth: 
“The State, it is I!” He is in control, 
but the hearts of the people are with him 
and follow his lead. 


A Transformed Italy 


Anyone who has been in Italy in earlier 
years, and again recently, cannot but be 
struck with the remarkable transformation. 
There is, for example, the effective and 
efficient organization of Government. It 
is organized down to the last detail with 
an efficiency that is almost without fault. 
Signor Mussolini has gathered around him 
a group of men of outstanding ability and 
gifts, who are most capable and are heart 
and soul with him, loyal to the core. The 
Government does subvert individual liberty, 
and there is an Italian minority that smarts 
under it; but Fascism governs. It does 
destroy something of individualism, and 
this is to be regretted. It does stifle the 
press. But does it atone for this depriva- 
tion of liberty? We do not know. It 
effectively governs, although most of us 
would smart under its suppression of the 
individual. 

Signor Mussolini’s latest plan is that 
Rome is to be rebuilt in five years. “She 
is to be a marvel to all the peoples of the 
earth,” ordered the Italian Dictator, put- 
ting his signature to the five-year pian. 

The English Christian Herald has said: 
“So, for the third time in twenty-seven 
centuries of grandeur and decay, blood and 
fire, earthquake and sacking, a new city is 
to arise on the Seven Hills. Built by 
Romulus and Remus ‘in the year that King 
Uzziah died’ (753 or so B. C.; Isa. 6), 
and rebuilt by Julius Czsar, it is to be- 
come, under Il Duce, capable of housing 
a million more people than it now contains. 


Rome had a birthday last month. 
April 21 was the 2,686th birthday 
anniversary of the Eternal City. An 
Associated Press dispatch flashed to 
newspapers throughout the world the 
activities of Premier Mussolini, the 
Dictator, on that day. “He was kept 
rushing about from one part of the 
2,686-year-old city to another, unveil- 
ing statues and inaugurating public 
works, including new streets and Gov- 
ernment buildings.” Is there really to 
’ bea resurrection of this proud city of 
marvelous history and thrilling memo- 
ries now in the end of the age, in 
fulfillment of Bible prophecy? Mr. 
Norton, Director of the Belgian Gospel 
Mission, brings together impressive 
facts that demand most careful con- 
sideration and study by God’s children, 
in the light of the Scriptures, and in 
obedience to the command of our re- 
turning Lord: “ What I say unto you I 
say unto all, Watch.” 








“Underground railways are to pierce the 
ancient soil, powdered with the bones of 
Christian martyrs. Underground roads are 
to cleave through the hills on which the 
pagan watch fires burned. Motor speed- 
ways will slash the city—from east to 
west, north to south. ‘Port Mussolini,’ a 
vast harbor, will be built near the city and 
be linked to the sea by a fifteen mile canal, 
making inland Rome a great port. Two 
new main railway stations are to arise — the 
old one will be razed to the ground. A 
belt of parks will surround Rome. Ancient 
monuments, palaces, and temples are 
sacred; those that are cluttered up with 
hovels and surrounded by mean streets will 
be laid bare for men to see.” 

He has inflamed the imagination of the 
Italian nation by reviving the memory of 
their past greatness and thus spurring them 
on to emulate their past prowess; through 
this he has fired them with a desire to re- 
constitute the old Roman Empire and make 
it even a greater nation than the world 
has ever known. He constantly reminds 
them of their past glories and achieve- 
ments. While in Rome we saw several 
new Forums that he had excavated, among 





Mr. and Mrs. Ralph C. Norton, 
the Directors of the Belgian Gos- 
pel Mission, have just arrived in 
America for a stay of several 
months. The remarkable story of 
the work of the Mission in Belgium 
for the past dozen years is well 
known to TIMEs-readers, and many 
will be glad to hear Mr. and Mrs. 
Norton personally. Those who 
would like to arrange for meetings 
in churches, Sunday-schools, Bible 
schools, or elsewhere should write 
to them at once in care of the Bel- 
gian Gospel Mission, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 





_ struction of new roads all over Italy. 








them the Forum of Julius Czsar, which 
since then has been dedicated; and all over 
Rome there was great activity in excavat- 
ing these great monuments of Rome’s past 
glory. The galleys of one of the Czsars 
lay for centuries at the bottom of Lake 
Nimi, which Mussolini has now drained at 
great expense. and effort, and, finding the 
galleys, he thus recalls to the people some- 
thing of their ancient history. 

All know that the Romans were re- 
nowned as the great builders of magnificent 
roads, and so Mussolini is emphasizing this 
phase of the nation’s greatness by the con- 
We 
traveled one of these, now a_ well-con- 
structed automobile road called the “Via 
Aurelia,” which runs from the French 
frontier to Rome, a distance of 800 kil- 
ometers. 

Julius Czsar failed to drain the Pontine 
Marshes, but Mussolini seems to be suc- 
ceeding, and the London Times speaks of 
this reclamation as follows: 

“Among the many land _ reclamation 
schemes which have been undertaken with 
the support of the Fascist Government 
there is none of more technical importance 
and more popular interest than that for 
the redemption of the Pontine Marshes. 
Lying almost at the very gates of Rome, 
known to possess great natural wealth of - 
soil, rich alike in history and in tradition, 
the Pontine Marshes, shut in by the last 
slopes of the Alban Hills, by the gray 
limestone bluffs of the Monti Lepini, by. 
the waters of the Tyrrhenian Sea, and by 
the short strip of coast between Monte 
Circeo and Terracina, have for over 2,000 
years defeated all the efforts of Republican 
Rome, of the Imperial Czsars, and of the 
Popes to drain this fertile but fever-stricken 
fenland. The reclamation, begun in 1927, 
is on a bold scale. The area being restored ° 
to healthy and profitable occupation is some 
200,000 acres in extent, and the total cost 

. is estimated at 600,000,000 lire. 


The Wealth of the Pontine Marshes 


“The project is doubly attractive in that 
it is expected to lead to rich results. In 
the olden days the area was traditionally 
populous and productive. The fertility of 
the soil was annually renewed. In the win- 
ter months mountain torrents poured down 
upon the lowlands, flooding thousands of 
acres, and in the summer these waters for 
the most part dried off or else flowed out 
to sea, leaving the earth covered with a 
silt of fine alluvial deposit. 

“When the region first became unhealthy 
is not exactly known. In any case the 
abandonment of the plain, whenever it oc- 
curred, was complete. It is impossible to- 
day to trace even the sites of many of the 
townships that drew from this region their 
main sustenance. Some scanty cultivation 
was maintained by the inhabitants of towns 
perched upon the surrounding hills. If, 
however, you except the few centers that 


(Concluded on page 327) 
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_ A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





By Ernest Gordon 














them, Give ye them to eat.”’— 

The Christian Advocate tells the 
fine story of Dr. Mecklenburg’s relief work 
in Minneapolis. Dr. Mecklenburg is pas- 
tor of the Wesley Church which -stands 
in a congested section with 70,000 people 
inside of seven minutes walk. These are 
American people, once prosperous, now in 
need. Dr. Mecklenburg first begged clothes 
over the radio and helped to clothe 4,000 
people. Then he appealed to the farmers 
and received eighteen truck loads of sur- 
plus vegetables which he distributed. But 
the need went deeper. He began to pon- 
der on a system of barter with scrip money 
and on the organization of the unemployed, 
In August, 1932, he had such an organiza- 
tion of three thousand men in shape to 
offer work to farmers and others in ex- 
change for farm products. Cabbage was 
going to waste all around Minneapolis. 
“We thought of making up fifty or a hun- 
dred barrels. When we found we could 
trade sauerkraut for meat, coffee, etc., op- 
erations were enlarged to make a thousand 
barrels,” 

Farmers within thirty miles of Minne- 
apolis had plenty of work to do but were 
unable to pay. They were glad to trade 
their products for help. So men went out 
to paint buildings, fix fences, dig potatoes, 
pick apples. The Organized Unemployed 
paid these men in scrip; the farmer hauled 
in produce he was unable to sell. This 
was stored until there were 100,000 bushels 
of eatables. The fuel problem was tackled 
in the same way. Unemployed were sent 
out to the farms to chop and clear land. 
Gasoline companies have donated gasoline 
to pay for transport. At the time of writ- 
ing the Organized Unemployed have a 
thousand men in thirty-five wood camps, 
and the commissary is able to feed them on 
thirty cénts a day. From small beginnings 
has grown a great system of co-operative 
living in which seventeen thousand families 
co-operate. Seven thousand people actually 
receive their sustenance through this sys- 
tem of relief. The system of scrip and 
barter is now being extended in other 
directions. “We had plenty of painters, 
carpenters, and mechanics, so we bargained 
with the owners to renovate the buildings. 


na * ANSWERED and said unto 


The only cash needed was for materials, — 


which was relatively not so much. We 
have in operation, or contemplation, the 
renovation of a hundred homes and apart- 
ments.” 

Dr. Mecklenburg at first had misgivings 
as. to whether church leadership in this 
relief would be accepted. “I found out 
later that it was just because it was called 
in a church and had the backing of the 
church that this movement became success- 
ful. If one outside the church had called 
it, it never would have reached first base. 
In a time of crisis people are glad to turn 
to the leadership of the church.” 


First Things First.—The best answer to 
Mrs. Pearl Buck’s false antithesis between 


“preaching and living” is her own lovely 
account in The Presbyterian Survey of her 
missionary father’s life. She tells us that 
he was a man whose chief joy was preach- 
ing the Gospel, that he was untiring in his 
pioneer labors, that he could never be sat- 
isfied to settle in one place, but ever felt 
the call to regions beyond. And this inde- 
fatigable preacher was an_ indefatigable 
exemplar of the good works of the Gos- 
pel, — self-denying, always helping others, 
relieving distress, an incarnation of Chris- 
tian goodness and love. Mrs. Buck’s petu- 
lant words “tired of preaching” seem very 
trivial against this parental background. It 
is just such preachers and livers that Chris- 
tians prize on the mission field, — not the 
golf-playing, novel-reading, novel-writing 
skeptics who have entered the places which 
their parents filled so worthily. “I have 
never had so much occasion to use a dinner 
coat as since I came to Shanghai,” wrote 
home one young missionary shortly after 
arriving on “the field.” The pressing need 
in the Far East is the return to Amer- 
ica of these Modernist epigoni (“off- 
spring”). 

The Appraisal Commission would have us 
regard the point of view of the heathen. 
Dr. Zwemer calls attention to one phase 





A Christian Postage 
Stamp 





A new stamp, issued by Musso- 
lini’s authorization, bears a repre- 
sentation of an open Bible on which 
is inscribed Evangelium (“the 
Gospel”’); - Behind it is the cross, 
—not a crucifix—and below the 
word Credere (“ Believe”). The 
flags of Italy are represented as 
bowing before the Bible, and beside 
the cross is the Fasces, emblem of 
the Fascisti government. The Vati- 
can through its organ the Osserva- 
tore Romano has broken out into 
wrathful articles because of this offi- 
cial tribute to the Word of God. 











of heathen thought where this is applicable 
to at least worldly Christians. “Our own 
worldliness blinds us to the other-worldli- 
ness of those we call heathen. The de- 
vout Moslem, Hindu, and Buddhist has 
always faced an eternal future with an 
anxious heart.” Here then is opportunity 
and responsibility for the preaching which 
Mrs. Buck deprecates. “Woe is unto me, 
if I preach not the Gospel!” if I neglect 
to enlighten those anxious hearts with the 
hope of Christ. “Knowing therefore the 
terror of the Lord, we persuade men.” “We 
must all appear before the judgment seat 
of Christ.” This being so we must get 


ready for this assize and prepare others. 
“The great Pessimist of the Old Testament 
and the great Optimist of the New are 
very different in personality and message. 
But both the writer of Ecclesiastes and 
Paul insist that the present life is only 
vanity of vanities when compared with the 
life beyond.” So the preaching of salvation 
is as much more important than living the 
“social gospel” as eternity is more impor- 
tant than time. 


An Encouraging Note.—The Methodist 
Recorder of London says caustically of the 
members of the Rockefeller Appraisal Com- 
mission: “If they were not certificated to 
be the ambassadors of seven denominations 
a higher critic might have arrived at the 
conclusion that they were Unitarians. Their 
references to our Lord are few and slight. 
. .. They are academic idealists who have 
had no share in the experience of the diffi- 
culties of the missionary task.” 

We have had from Professor Hocking 
the Harvard view of missions which, being 
essentially an expression of Harvard Uni- 
tarianism, is of no significance or value to 
Christian churches and should simply be 
ignored. But further up Brattle Street, 
a half mile from Harvard, is an Episco- 
palian Seminary, not too little influenced by 
the atmosphere of the neighboring univer- 
sity. Four students in this seminary have 
recently declared their intention of entering 
the foreign field in a statement “for the 
prayerful and personal consideration of this 
school.” It is a refreshing document. “The 
Church of Christ. must be missionary,” it 
affirms. “Static Christianity cannot live. 
Hand in hand with the emphasis on beauty 
of fabric (that is, in the construction of 
cathedrals and churches). which has en- 
grossed our church in recent years must 
go a depth of spirituality manifested in 
missionary zeal. Our interests and expen- 
ditures must include others to an ever-in- 
creasing degree. . . . Therefore asking the 
prayers of this school we also ask that 
others join us in the great work which lies 
ahead in the foreign mission field, and sign 
ourselves humbly for the service of Jesus 
Christ our Lord.” 

There is the authentic note of the Wil- 
liamstown “Haystack.” 

And how about the sons of the Hay- 
stack movement? Professor R. E. Hume 
who teaches the History of Religions in 
Union Seminary, New York, comes out of 
the American Board environment. He has 
just published “A Treasure House of the 
Living Religions, Selections from their 
Sacred Scriptures,” and if you want to see 
how wide and impassable the gulf between 
the Old and New Testaments on the one 
hand and the “Sacred Scriptures” of 
heathenism in its various forms, here is the 
place to go. That this, however, was not 
the notion of the compiler is clear from 
the fact that he has constructed a Program 
of Joint Worship made up of selections 
from all these sources. This is designed 
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Lesson for May 28 


to enable folk of all faiths, Christian and 


non-Christian, to worship together! 


Archeological Notes.—The discovery by 
Professor Maiuri of the cave of the 
Cumaean Sibyl described by Virgil in the 
7Eneid, —a vast hall with three niches, — 
in the side of Mt. Cuma not far from 
Naples, has no Biblical ‘significance, but it 
is worth recording as showing the trust- 
worthiness of ancient traditions which mod- 
ern skepticism is so ready to discredit. 
How much more ‘trustworthy, then, is 
Biblical history, preserved with such in- 
finite care by Jewish reverence and devo- 
tion! 

Ebal was the mount of cursing ; Gerizim 
of blessing (Deut. 11:29); and it is re- 
markable that even today there is a dif- 
ference in the two mountains though they 
are in practically the same place. A writer 
in The Hebrew Christian, who has recently 
visited them, says of Ebal that one sees 
there barren rocks, no flocks of sheep, noth- 
‘ing green, neither fig nor olive “as if it 
were under the curse.” But of Mt. Gerizim: 
“Tt is full of life, beautifully fertile. It 
has orchards with all kinds of trees, — 
orange groves, olive trees, vineyards, fig 
trees, and flocks of sheep and cattle.” 
“These shall stand upon mount Gerizim: to 
bless . . . these shall stand upon mount 
Ebal to curse” was the charge of Moses to 
the people (Deut. 27: 12, 13). 

Tablets found at Ras Shamra on the 
Syrian coast opposite Cyprus are being 
slowly deciphered and are already giving 
up important information:. They date back 
to the fourteenth century B. C., that is, 
to the time of Moses. They repeatedly 
mention El] Elyon (“the Most High God’) 
whose priest was Melchizedek, King of 
Salen» (Gen. 14) ; also Jah, or Jehovah, the 
name which is found in Psalm 68:4. The 
names of Adam and Eve also appear in 
these tablets. Dr. Jack, the archeological 


reporter of The Expository Times, says of . 


the Speiser tablet: “It must reproduce 
some mythological scene on which the Bib- 
lical story is founded. The discovery is 
significant as showing that such a story 
dealing with the association of two hffman 
beings and a serpent was known and 
graphically portrayed as early as Neolithic 
times.” The only significance I can think 
of is historical, not mythological. This, 
too, is the significance of the recent find 
on Mt. Carmel. Genesis 6: 4 says, “There 
were giants in the earth in those days,” 
that is the earliest days, “when men began 
to multiply on the face of the earth.” Re- 
cently there have been sent to London 
skeletons of eight pre-historic giants im- 
bedded in huge blocks of stone, the so- 
called “Mt. Carmel men” dug out of a cave 
by Theodore McCown. 


Christian Pioneers.—Dr. Cranfill re- 
minds the readers of Home and Foreign 
Fields how much the people of Texas owe 
to the Baptist frontier preachers who es- 
tablished churches and schools in the early 
days. Rufus Burleson came from Alabama 
to Texas in 1845. When he -landed at 
Galveston he kneeled on the beach and 
prayed, “Give me Texas for Christ or I 
die.” He preached in every county of the 
state, and for forty years was president 
of the denominational college, Baylor Uni- 
versity. This college was named after 
R. E. Baylor, for many years presiding 
judge of a large judicial district, who eve- 
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nings, after court was over, would hold 
revival services, a very practical combina- 
tion of Law.and. Gospel.. R. C. Buckner 
who came from Kentucky to Texas, estab- 
lished near Dallas what has grown to be 
the largest’ orphanage in the Southwest 
with 720: children. He was preacher and 
editor. All these men led in the war on 
the saloon. I. B. Kimbrough was another 
saddiebags preacher. 
Senator Richard Coke, in the Texas Bap- 
tist convention, protested against political 
preachers with the unworthy words, 
“Scourge them back and stop their rations,” 
Kimbrough rose up, eyes blazing and said, 
“The great Senator will never scourge me 
back. I would live on corncobs and stump- 
water before I would yield to the party 
lash or let any politician bulldoze me into 
voting for whisky.” Another of these 
horseback evangelists was J. W. D. Creath, 
who for thirty years preached over the 
great state. When he entered into rést his 
last words were, , 
“Sweet rivers of redeeming love 
Lie just before mine eyes.” 

These were men who made a “Bible belt” 
out of a wild, drunken, revolver-shooting, 
lawless frontier. 


Revival has broken out in certain Lat- 
vian villages as a consequence of the dis- 
tribution of Scripture. In Ilguciems fifty 
people have been converted, and others are 





Looking for the 
Messiah 





There are in Judaism also those 
‘who love His appearing.” Mr. 
M. Kagan tells of meeting a Jew 
on the road from Jerusalem to the 
Mount of Olives. He said that 
every morning for fourteen years he 
had made this little journey and in 
explanation added : 

“T am an orthodox Jew and we 
orthodox Jews, by watching the 
signs of the time and what is hap- 
pening today among the nations and 
in Palestine, have come to the con- 
clusion that the day of Messiah 
must be at hand. I read in my 
Bible that ‘his feet shall stand in 
that day on the Mount of Olives.’ 
Therefore I go every day to the 
Mount of Olives, for when his feet 
stand on the Mount I want to be 
there to give him a welcome.” 


‘ 











coming. In Pitrags, a large fishing vil- 
lage on the west side of the Gulf of Riga, 
no fewer than 114 persons came together 
to pray for salvation. In every house are 
awakened people, once obstinate sinners 
crying to God. The village saloon was 
formerly crowded with fishermen, gambling 
with cards, drunken, and at times engaged 
in bloody fights. The saloonkeeper has 
been converted, and is. now leading his for- 
mer patrons to Christ. The village gossip, 
an elderly woman who was called “the 
newspaper” because of her gossiping lies, 
is among the converts, and is going about 
telling good news. instead of evil. 


When the wet U. S.. 
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Dr. Charles Brown of London is one of 
the ablest and most useful Baptist ministers 
of. our day. His father was a _ ribbon 
weaver forced to become an agricultural 
laborer because of economic vicissitudes. 
The family (ten children) lived in a mud 
cottage. Tea was an expensive luxury, en- 
joyed only on Saturday evenings and Sun- 
days. The same was true of butter! They 
lived on bread, porridge, skim milk, broth, 
and vegetables; and Dr. Brown says, “I 
never remember going hungry or starting 
out for school or work with an ufhmended 
or unclean garment.” This meant a mar- 
velous mother. There was no free educa- 
tion, and children had to pay three pence 
a week to learn to read. 

Now this would be a desolate and un- 
promising proletarian picture with the god- 
less or drunken, and the cramped econo- 
mies would have but nourished hate and 
envy. But the family and community were 
a God-fearing-one. “The minister of the 
village chapel was,” Dr. Brown tells us in 
The British Weekly, “a scholar and an able 
preacher, His sermons, three each Sunday 
for twenty-five years, were with many the 
events of the week, and the theme of much 
discussion in shoemaker’s shops where men: 
gathered in winter evenings and boys lis- 
tened. 

“From 9 A. M. till 7.30 P. M. Sunday 
was taken up with Sunday-school and serv- 
ice. I do not remember being bored, it 
was all so interesting. Saturday was prep- 
aration day. Boots and knives were cleaned,’ 
clothes carefully brushed ; some things were 
cooked, others prepared. Sunday was a 
day apart. Every night my mother prayed 
at my bedside beautifully, and on Saturday . 
night clean clothes were laid out, ready 
for the day which was to be kept clean 
and holy. The chapel with the old narrow 
pews was filled to:the back seats on Sun- 
day evenings.” 

It has been such nuclei of holy living and 
reverent obedience scattered over England 
that have been the source of its national 
greatness. 


Contemporary Christian Biography.— 
Dr. Jane Waterston was the daughter of 
a Scotch: banker who sixty-five years ago 
pioneered African girls’ education at Love- 
dale, South Africa. In 1873, she went to 
England and studied medicine in order to 
increase her effectiveness as a missionary. 
After her course in London, Edinburgh, 
and Brussels she returned to South Africa, 
and for two generations her name was a 
household word in that land. “Wherever 
she could help the suffering, especially the 
poor, she gave her. strength,” says The 
South, African Outlook. “The Free Dis- 
pensary in Cape Town, the lepers at Rob- 
ben Island, the mentally infirm in Valken- 
berg Mental Hospital were given the best 
that her skill could offer.” She was an 
earnest defender of the blacks. “She kept - 
a watchful eye on all legislation touching 
native interests. There was a seat in the 
gallery of Parliament House that came to 
be known as Dr. Waterston’s seat. Many 
a time she sat there through the night of 
an all-night sitting. Ministers of the 
Crown and politicians of every party lis- 
tened respectfully to her. Few even of 
the native leaders realize their indebtedness 
to her.” 

Nogakata, the Mother of Activity, the - 
blacks called her. From first to last hers 
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was a great example of Christian woman- 
hood, of strength and humility, of skill 
and love. 

The late Commissioner Mildred Duff of 
the Salvation Army was daughter of an 
English army officer, a woman of education 
and singular personal beauty, who left 
aristocratic surroundings to identify herself 
with the then despised Salvationists. At 
one time she was staff captain in charge 
of the Army’s slum work in London, labor- 
ing in the most degraded quarters. - For 
many years she was taken up with the 
training of officers at the Army’s Training 
Home at Clapton, wielding a wonderful 
influence over hundreds of young women 
then coming into the Army as officers. In 
later life, with limited health, she carried 
on a large literary activity for the instruc- 
tion and inspiration of children and young 
people. With such her name has been in 
England a household word for a generation. 


For Defense Against Unitarianizers.— 
An amendment dealing with Title to 
Church Property was adopted by an over- 
whelming vote in the General Assembly of 
1932 of the Southern Presbyterian Church, 
In this church each local church, presby- 
tery, and synod owns and has the power 
of control, management, and disposal of its 
respective property, —the church owning 
its church and manse, the presbytery its 
school, the synod its college or seminary. 
The practice has been to exercise this 
power by a mere majority vote. By recent 
action of the General Assembly it is made 
constitutionally impossible “to impair or 
divest such title so held without consent 
given by the affirmative vote of three- 
fourths of those present at a meeting of 
such body constitutionally called for that 
purpose.” An article in The Christian Ob- 
server, the organ of the Southern Presby- 
terian Church, explains the purpose of this 
measure. It says: 

“Suppose a seminary is owned by a 
synod. The funds of that seminary were 
given by Presbyterians who were believers 
in evangelical religion. Suppose Modern- 
ism should get into that seminary as in 
Union (New York) and Andover. A tem- 
porary or chance majority in Synod can 
take the seminary out of the ownership 
of the Conservative church and put it in 
the hands of a self-perpetuating Modernist 
board. And if the next General Assembly 
chances to be a ‘peace-at-any-price’ As- 
sembly, a.mere majority vote of the Assem- 
bly would finally and irrevocably take that 
seminary and its funds from the evan- 
gelicals.” 

Under the proposed amendment it would 
require three-fourths to take the seminary. 
A few more than a loyal fourth standing 
for the Church’s rights could save it. The 
amendment has been sent to the Presby- 
teries for consideration. 


On the Congo.—The Roman Catholic 
Church is massing its missionaries on the 
Congo as*a preliminary to pressure on 
evangelical missions. In fifteen months five 
hundred missionaries were sent out, a third 
more than in the previous forty-five years, 


all expenses being paid by the government, 
including river freight on all goods. The 
fact that the Jesuit Father Charles is 
brother to the Belgian colonial minister 
may be set in relation to these facts. Dr. 
Ainley of the Luanza Mission describes 
one method of clerical operation. ‘The 
next village we reached was that of 
Mukunda. It is very scattered, for the 
priest told the administrator that he wanted 
the people to leave that place and to build 
where he had a school and a catechist. 
The official, therefore, pulled down their 
huts, saying, ‘Go where the priest wants 
you.’ Instead the people fled into the for- 
est and lived in booths. They are in des- 
perate straits, — fields and huts being de- 
stroyed.” The method of Rome! Mrs. 
Dan Crawford of the same Luanza Mis- 
sion gives this picture of the method of 
Christ. 

“Last month there gathered here from 
distant villages across the Range some of 
our native Bible school teachers and evan- 
gelists, fifty all toid. They came for spe- 
cial Bible study classes and a course of in- 
struction in their little Bible schools in 
the bush. Their faces were aglow from 
the new treasures revealed by digging into 
the Scriptures. On the last day many tes- 
tified to the wonder workings and stately 
goings-on of God the Holy Spirit in their 
midst, convincing of sin and revealing the 
Saviour.” 


The Powers of Darkness.—Mission re- 
ports constantly mention conflicts with these 
invisible forces. Mrs. Gillies of Kiang- 
chow speaks of a recent convert whose 
mother was a spirit medium, on intimate 
terms with the Devil. At death she left 
a host of idols and a Satanic influence 
which caused pattering of feet, slamming 
of doors, sudden sicknesses, and many 
weird happenings. Her Christian son 
purged the home of idols. .. . Miss Ericsson 
of Port Said was visited some time ago 
by a Moslem woman seeking deliverance 
from evil spirits. “It was a terrifying ex- 
perience humanly speaking. Fareed Ef- 
fendi dealt with the spirits while we pleaded 
the name of Jesus. That night two evil 
spirits were cast out, whereat she sat up 
and said, ‘Praise the Lord.’” . .. Mr. 
Philip Hinkey, South China, relates how a 
new Christian, two hours after he had cast 
out the idols from his home, was smitten 
down and lay unconscious for twenty-four 
hours, -Yet he was conscious within of a 
terrific struggle out of which he came vic- 
torious. . . . Mr. Thomas, working on the 
Amazon, writes that he has to teach the 


* Indians that singing to any other being than 


God is sin. One or two witch doctors, 
however, have made a practice of singing 
to spirits at an hour when all in the village 
are asleep. 

“To explain what the noise sounds like 
and the effect it has upon those who are 
within hearing is not. within my powers of 
description. It took away all sleep from 
me, and I was conscious that not only 
were the powers of darkness filling the 
whole village,: but also the room where I 
slept. There is no doubt that the witch 
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doctors do this early morning or midnight 
singing in order to bring fear on the -vil- 
lagers and thereby to get control of them.” 

Mrs, Grainger of the Heart of Africa 
Mission speaks of a form of witchcraft 
called Somba prevalent on the Congo. “It 
is the most powerful witchcraft I have ever 
seen, and one does not wonder at the fear 
it excites. It takes the form of paralysis. 
I have never seen so many folks paralyzed 
as among these people. Their. bodies are 
strong and healthy-looking, but with a 
lifeless arm or leg. I have seen strong- 
looking women crawling along on all fours, 
the legs from knees down being absolutely 
lifeless.” 


Brief Notes.—We are always glad to 
report the Reformation breaking out in the 
hearts of individual Irishmen as a promise 
of the time when, religiously, 


“Ireland shall be free 
From the center to the sea.” 


The Rev. Padraig K. Horan, now a clergy- 
man of the Church of England, was for- 
merly Roman. Catholic and a Republican 
soldier. who fought in the Irregular Forces 
in 1922. He is now a warrior in the army 
of the Lord, a man of gifts with a great 
message to his fellow countrymen. ... 
The Roman Catholic Cathedral in Liver- 
pool is to be the largest church in the 
world, St. Peter’s at Rome not excepted. 
It will have forty-six altars, and the cross 
on the dome will be 150 feet in height. One 
wonders how the Liverpool constituency 
of poor Irish emigrants can ever pay for 
it. ... Emir Abdulah has given to the 
Jewish Agency Executive an option to 
lease from him 17,500 acres of land in 
Transjordania for ninety-nine years. ... 
The Appraisal Commission in their few 
weeks’ visit to China never once came 
into contact with a single missionary of 
the China Inland Mission, the largest so- 
ciety in China, with 1,200 missionaries. 
“They kept a respectable distance from 
the real field of battle in inland China 
with its opium, superstition, demon posses- 
sion.” ... A Negro Catholic University 
in New Orleans is being erected with a 
$500,000 plant. .. . “Russian Minds in Fet- 
ters,” by Mr. Mackiewicz, a Polish pub- 
licist, quotes an intelligent Bolshevist 
leader. “I asked him how they could so 
calumniate Christianity.” He replied, “We 
forgive only dead gods; Christ is a living 
God.” One is involuntarily reminded of 
the Scripture saying, “And devils also came 
out of many, crying out, and saying, Thou 
art Christ the Son of God ... for they 
knew that he was Christ.” . .. The Evan- 
gelical Party in the Church of England 
is awake to the need of strengthening 
theological training, and with this in 
view has opened Clifton Theological Col- 
lege and Oak Hill College at South- 
gate during the last year. In Liver- 
pool an Evangelical Tutorial School to 
provide evening classes in a central place 
in the city has been a successful experi- 
ment. . . . There are now 400 drink 
shops in Jerusalem, and 1,000 in Palestine. 
This is one consequence of the Mohamme- 
dan evacuation of Palestine. . . . Some 
300 American Jewish students of medi- 
cine are attending Scottish universities, go- 
ing thither because of unfriendly treatment 
in American universities. 
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Mussolini and the Resurrection of Rome 
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are now springing up under the present 
reclamation scheme, you can wander up and 
down the length and breadth of the plain 
and find there nothing but solitude, 
rank vegetation, and malarial swamps and 
canals. 

“Fascism is eager to succeed where so 
many distinguished. predecessors have failed. 
All down the centuries there have been 
repeated attempts to reclaim the Pontine 
Marshes, from the days of Cornelius Cethe- 
gus, a Roman Consul during the Hanni- 
balic War, down to the French domination 
of Rome under the first Napoleon. Julius 
Czsar made vast plans to this end. These 
plans were abandoned after his murder. 
During nearly 600 years (A. D. 1200 to 
1800) no successful reclamation work was 
executed. Even the canal parallel to the 
Appian Way and other subsidiary canals 
which were excavated at enormous cost’ by 
Pius VI provided only a partial remedy, 
although at the outset the Holy Father 
was full of confidence since the plan had 
been revealed to him in a dream. 

“The Duce has already fixed a goal. In 
five years, he declared during his last tour 
of inspection, 5,000 cottages will have been 
built, and will house 5,000 families, or 
30,000 persons in all. But this will only 
be a beginning, Fascism looks forward 
with confidence to the day when this huge 
plain will nurture scores of thousands of 
laborers with their cattle and other live- 
stock, and when these in turn shall serve 
the market of that Rome that is spreading 
ever farther and farther out from her old 
Seven Hills.” 

A note on this by D. M. Panton, editor 
of The Dawn, is not only illuminating but 
also very astounding: “It is of absorbing 
interest to watch this experiment. From 
an unknown date, and for no known natural 
reason, the blight of God (Psa. 107 #34) 
appears to have fallen on this (in some 
respects) the greatest city of man; and 
we have yet to see whether it is by a fail- 
ure of the Fascist dream, or by a temporary 
success allowed only for a return of the 
blight, or by an abrupt Advent cutting short 
the work, that the curse remains on the 
Woman still seated “IN A WILDERNESS” 
(Rev. 17:3) in the moment of her judg- 
ment. Throughout the centuries of the 
Czsars and the Popes the blight of the 
Campagna has never lifted.” 

If there is any place where Mussolini’s 
genius shines forth more than in any other, 
although it sparkles. in every department 
of the Italian nation’s new life, it is in the 
organization and equipment of his military 
forces. Signor Mussolini is naturally a 
military man, although his early life was 
completely against army organization and 
discipline, — but here again he has made a 
great “about face.” He has produced one 
of the greatest military machines in Europe. 
That he has ambitions beyond Italy’s bor- 
ders is well known, although he has re- 
peatedly and recently said that, in all this 
military training and preparation, he has 
only the discipliné and order of his own 
people in mind. On the other hand he 


says that they are surrounded by foes, and: 
“We seek at the decisive moment to be 
able to mobilize and arm five million men. 
Our navy must be strengthened. Our air 
fleet must be so mighty that the wings of 
the flying machines will darken the sun 
above our coasts. Only then can we, when 
between 1935 and 1940 we face history’s 
fateful hour, raise our voice with weight, 
and force through the unconditional recog- 
nition of our rights.” 

His regular army is to consist of three 
and a half million troops, one of the world’s 
strongest armies, and it will make the 
legions of ancient Rome look like a coun- 
try muster. In addition to this there are 


to be 190 legions of Fascisti, 600,000 men: 


in all. The plan calls for seventy-eight 
air fleets, consisting of 2,800 new airplanes 
ready and manned, The naval equipment 
of cruisers, submarines, destroyers, and 
supplementary ships is preparing the Ital- 
ian navy to control the Mediterranean. 
The esprit de corps of the military 
forces is well illustrated in the following 
incident. Signor Mussolini was with Gen- 
eral Balbo, the Under-Secretary of Air. 
The squadron of seaplanes had just re- 
turned from its cruise in the Near East, 
and he concluded his address by congratu- 
lating them on their success. Signor Mus- 
solini asked, ‘To whom belong the skies ?” 
He was answered by a rending shout, “To 
us!” It was a parallel expression, with 
parallel significance, to “Britannia rules 
the waves,” and “Deutschland iiber Alles.” 
Again we hear the mighty tread of the 
serried phalanxes of the Roman Army as 
of old she marched triumphantly along the 


‘Mediterranean shores, going from Rome to 
the conquest of the world. Again can we: 


visualize the taut sails of her war galleys 
as they sped out to subdue the entire Medi- 
terranean coasts and the hinterland. 

Besides the organized army is the Fas- 
cist militia, which might, in a certain sense, 
be considered a police force, but on the 
other hand it is a military organization 
to maintain Fascist principles and rules. 
It makes its presence felt everywhere, for 
the simple Fascist uniform is ubiquitous in 
Italy. It is an army within an army, but 
it is essential to a well-ordered running 
of the present order, and is a bodyguard 
for Mussolini and his régime. It is ever 
ready to do his bidding. In the streets we 
saw electric bells outside buildings, the 
ringing of which is the signal for the Fas- 
cist militia to assemble at a chosen and 
known rendezvous ready for any emergency. 

On October 25, 1927, the membership of 
the Fascist party and the organization 
connected with it was as follows, but it 
is greatly increased since then: 


Fascist (regular registered 

ACRDOLS,): 0c cisie'a: sini sialsiese 69s 1,027,010 
Avanguardisti (boys from four- 

teen to eighteen destined to 

become members of the party) 325,127 
Balilla (schoolboys under four- 

teen destined to become 

Avanhzuardisti) ......--.+0. 780,037 
SIGOE MPOUDE: Sec 60's ees cie 16,965 
Women . Fascists. ............ 062 88,083 
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Giovani Italiane (correspond- 
ing to Avanguardisti) ...... 66,253 
Picole Italiane (corresponding 
ORS) epee oieh Sate eae kage See 318,781 
Members of the workers’ syn- 
Cs eee Pee eee ee ee 3,577,128 
Members of Associations (Civil 
Servants, Postal employees, 
railwaymen, teachers, etc.) .. 567,496 
KSPAU EGU Vegewsvaastses 6,767,780 


Save in a few cases of persons having 
rendered exceptional services, admission to 
the party is regularly granted only to those 
from the Avanguardisti (youths over eight- 
een years) which means an annual addition 
of some 40,000: This ceremony of admis- 
sion is one of the great annual events of 
Fascism, and each one entering takes the 
solemn oath to defend with his life, if nec- 
essary, the Fascist Principles and the Fas- 
cist State. 

(To be continued) 


we 


Dr. Pace’s Engagements 


ANY Sunpay ScuHoot Times read- 
ers and others have enjoyed hearing 
Dr. E. J. Pace give Bible talks which he 
illustrates with cartoons similar to those 
appearing every week in the Times. His 
engagements for the coming months are as 
follows: , 
May 7-21.—Presbyterian Church, Cleveland, 
Tenn. ; 


May 28 to June 9.—Grove Street Church, Hen- 


‘dersonville, N. C 


June 11-18.—Pontotoc, Miss. 


June 25-28.—Western Pennsylvania Bible Con- 
ference, Slippery Rock, Pa. 

July 2-14.—United Brethren Church, Orbi- 
sonia, Pa. 

July 16 to August 3.—Old Orchard, Me. 

August 5-13.—Ben Lippen Bible 
Asheville, N. C. 

August 20 to September 2.—York Beach Bible 
Conference, York Beach, Me. 


September 3-17.—Calvary Tabernacle, Water- 


own, Mass. 

September 24 to October 8 —Scripture Testi- 
nony League, Montreal, Can. 

October 15-29.—Berwyn, Pa. 


Communications should be addressed to 
Dr. E. J. Pace, Orlando, Fia. 


Conference, 








The Victorious Life 




















Summer Conferences 


ICTORIOUS Life Conferences. will be 

held this summer at Keswick Grove, 
N. J., on the dates given below. For in- 
formation and registration write the Vic- 
torious Life Testimony, 80 Stafford Build- 
ing, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


May 27-3@ (Memorial Day) 

June 24 to July 2 (Student 
Conference) 

July 8-16 

July 22-3¢ (Young People’s 
Conference) 

August 5-13 

August 19-27 (Young People’s 
Conference) 

September 1-4 (Labor Day) 
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LESSON 9. MAY 28. JESUS AND HIS FRIENDS 


International Uniform Lesson.—Mark 13:1 to 14:9 
Golden Text.—Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever | command you.—John 15:14 























The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Mark 13 : 33 to 14:9 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Mark 13:33 Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not 
when the time is. ; : 

34 For the Son of man is as a man taking a far journey, who 
left his house, and gave authority to his servants, and to every 
man his work, and commanded the porter to watch. 

35 Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when the master of the 
house cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at the cockcrowing, or in 
the morning: : 

36 Lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping. 

37 And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch. 

14:1 After two days was the feast of the passover, and of un- 
leavened bread: and the chief priests and the scribes sought how 
they might take him by craft, and put him to death. 

2 But they said, Not on the feast day, lest there be an uproar 
of the people. : 

3 And being in Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he 
sat at meat, there came a woman having an alabaster box of oint- 
ment of spikenard very precious; and she brake the box, and poured 
it on his head. 

4 And there were some that had indignation within themselves, 
and said, Why was this waste of the ointment made? 

5 For it might have been sold for more than three hundred 
pence, and have been given to the poor. And they murmured 
against her. 

6 And Jesus said, Let her alone; why trouble ye her? she hath 
wrought a good work on me. 

z or ye have the poor with you always, and whensoever ye 
will ye may do them good: but me ye have not always. 

8 She hath done what she could: she is come aforehand to anoint 
my body to the burying. 

9 Verily I say unto you,Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached 
throughout the whole world, this also that she hath done shall be 








AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Mark 13:33 Take ye heed, watch *and pray: for ye know not 
when the time is. 34 Jt is as when a man, sojourning in another 
country, having left his house, and given authority to his * servants, 
to each one his work, commanded also the porter to watch. 35 Watch 
therefore: for ye know not when the lord of the house cometh, 
whether at even, or at midnight, or at cockcrowing, or in the morn- 
ing; 36 lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping. 37 And what 
I say unto you I say unto all, Watch. 


14:1 Now after two days was the feast of the passover and the 
unleavened bread: and the chief priests and the scribes sought how 
they might take him with subtlety, and kill him: 2 for they said, 
Not during the feast, lest haply there shall be a tumult of the people. 

3 And while he was in Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, 
as he sat at meat, there came a woman having *an alabaster cruse 
of ointment of * pure nard very costly; and she brake the cruse, and 
poured it over his head. 4 But there were some that had indigna- 
tion among themselves, saying, To what purpose hath this waste 
of the ointment been made? 5 For this ointment. might have been 
sold for above three hundred ® shillings, and given to the poor. And 
they murmured against her. 6 But Jesus said, Let her alone; why 
trouble ye her? she hath wrought a good work on me. 7 For ye 
have the poor always with you, and whensoever ye will ye can do 
them good: but me ye have not always. 8 She hath done what she 
could ; she hath anointed my body beforehand for the burying. 9 And 
verily I say unto you, Wheresoever the * gospel shall be preached 
throughout the whole world, that also which this woman hath done 
shall be spoken of for a memorial of her. 

1 Some ancient authorities omit, and pray. *Gr., bondservants. 


*Or, a flask. * Or, liquid nard. ®° See marginal note on chap. : 
6:37. °%See marginal note of chap. 1: 1. 





spoken of for a memorial of her. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


HEN the Lord Jesus went out of 
W ite Temple on the Tuesday before 

his death, he left it forever, and 
pronounced its doom. Not one of its beau- 
tiful stones would be left upon the other, 
because Israel’s rulers had rejected the true 
Corner Stone. When the Lord left this 
house of God, he entered into closer fellow- 
ship with that other House that he is build- 
ing (1 Tim. 3:15). He entered into fel- 
lowship with his friends who were 
henceforth to spread his message to the 
uttermost parts of the earth. One of those 
friends, Mary of Bethany, poured out her 
heart’s love and erected an everlasting 
memorial. But we have a greater privilege 
than Mary who anointed the Lord afore- 
hand for burial. We may serve as friends 
of our living Lord, while we eagerly await 
his personal return. May we, from this 
study, learn new things of the secret of 
his friendship. 


The Historical Setting 


Our Lord’s Olivet discourse took place 
two days before the passover, on Tuesday, 
probably after sundown, the beginning of 
Wednesday by Jewish reckoning. The date 
may have been April 4, A. D. 30. It would 
appear from John’s account (John 12: 1, 2, 
12) that the anointing by Mary took place 
on Saturday night, six days before the pass- 
over, in. which case Mark gives it out of 
chronological order. 


% % % % 
Verse by Verse 


Mark 13:33.—Take ye heed. Compare 
2 Peter 1:19. Watch and pray. Watching 
is in contrast to sleeping (1 Thess. 5:6). 
Prayer is an evidence of our watching 
wakefulness as diligent servants (Mark 14: 
38). For ye know not when the time is. 
That is, the time of Christ’s return, which 
he himself did not know (v. 32). The un- 





What She Could 
By the late Amos R. Wells 


N THE Saviour’s friendship dear Mary 
was glad, and she lovingly gave him 
the best that she had. The ointment was 
costly and fragrant and sweet, but she 
lavished the whole on his head and his 
feet. Judas, the traitor, was greedy of 
gold: ** For three hundred pence it might 
have been sold!*” The Saviour made an- 
swer, royally calm: ‘* This gift of hers is 
my buriai-balm.’” Now all that we do, O 
Christ, is good, when stamped with thy 
word, ‘She hath done what she could.”” 
Or great or small, it will stand the test, 
if thou dost say, ‘‘ She has done her best.”’ 
The world may not know of her spike- 
nard now, but some day will see a crown 
on her brow. Not now may the throng her 
praises call, but the ages shall be her me- 
morial. Whatever we do for the Saviour’s 
own wili jewel our scepter and build 
our throne. Blessed beyond our highest 
thought whatever for Jesus” sake is 
wrought. -Not for praise nor for any 
reward did Mary anoint her beloved 
. Lord, but out of her noble womanhood, 
_as a true disciple she did what she could. 











American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council 
of Religious Education. 


certainty is to stimulate the Church to 
ceaseless watchfulness. 

Verse 34.—For the Son of man. These 
words are supplied, since the man in the 
parable represents the Lord Jesus (v. 26). 
A man taking a far journey. Compare 
Matthew 25:14; Luke 19:12. All three 
parables emphasize the fact that our Lord’s 
absence will be an extended one. Left his 
house, and gave authority to his servants. 
So our Lord left his servants in charge 
of the great house that he is building (1 
Tim. 3:15; 1 Pet. 2:5; Heb. 3:3, 5). 

Verse 35.—Watch ye therefore. Some 
have judged that the porter specially rep- 
resents Christian ministers, but all Chris- 
tians are to watch as the porter did, and 
also to work. This parable is peculiar to 
Mark (but cf. Matt. 24: 45-51; Luke 12: 
36-40). At even... midnight ... cock- 
crowing ... morning. The four watches 
into which the Romans divided the night. 


Mark 14:1.—After two days. See His- 
torical Setting. The feast of the passover, 
and of unleavened bread. Beginning with 
the slaying of the lamb on the fourteenth 
of Nisan, the feast lasted seven days, from 
the fifteenth to the twenty-first, the days of 
unleavened bread. Chief priests. Former 
high priests, and priests who led the 
courses. From these and the scribes and 
elders the Sanhedrin, or Council, was 
chosen. Sought how they might take him 
by craft. They ‘had failed in previous at- 
tempts to arrest him (John 7:32; Mark 
11:18). 

Verse 2—They said, Not on the feast 
day. The correct translation is, “Not 
during the feast,” that is, during the 


Lesson for May 28 


seven days. But this was the very 
time ordained of God. Lest there be an up- 
roar of the people. It is estimated that 
more than two millions were in Jerusalem 
during the feast, and many of these were 
favorable to Jesus of Nazareth. 


Verse 3.—And being in Bethany. See 
Historical Setting. Jn the house of Simon 
the leper. Quite distinct from the Simon 
of Luke 7:37. His leprosy had undoubt- 
edly been healed, possibly by a miracle of 
the Lord. There came a woman. Mary of 
Bethany (John 12:1, 3). Am alabaster 
box. <A cruse or flask made of alabaster, 
a fine grained gypsum. Ointment of spike- 
nard very precious. From a famous fra- 
grant plant growing in the Himalaya 
Mountains, “nardos” in Greek. It is here 
called “pure” nard, or “liquid” nard. She 
brake the box. That is, the narrow neck 
of the flask. Poured it on his head. This 
was the ordinary way of anointing. She 
~ also anointed his feet. (John 12: 3). 

Verse 4—Some that had indignation. 
Judas expressed it, and others agreed (John 
12:4), considering such a gift extravagant. 

Verse 5.—More than three hundred pence. 
The “denarius,” translated “pence,” was a 
fair day’s wages (Matt. 20:2); thus the 
ointment was worth a whole year’s work. - 

Verse 6—Let her alone. Our Lord’s 
rebuke is immediate and definite. It is his 
second defense of Mary against criticism 
(Luke 10: 42). She hath wrought a good 
work on me. A fine or noble thing. 


Verse 7—Ye have the poor with you 

always (Deut. 15:11). But we should do 
everything possible to banish poverty. 
_ Verse 8—She is come ‘aforehand to 
anoint my body to the burying. This does 
not necessarily mean that Mary intended 
it so, but it is natural to judge that she did 
have an understanding of his coming death, 
above all the other disciples. 

Verse 9.—Wheresoever this gospel shall 
be preached throughout the whole world. 
A remarkable prophecy of the universal 
preaching of the Gospel during this age. 
Shall be spoken of for a memorial of her. 
Our Lord here prophesies the permanent 
written Gospel, and the preaching ef the 
truth from this. written Word, which will 
include the everlasting memorial to Mary. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Three things our Lord did as our Friend. 
He laid down his life for us (John 15: 13). 
He made known to his friends all that the 
Father had spoken unto him (John 15:15). 
(In his self-limited humanity our Lord did 
not know the time of his own return; he 
revealed to his friends on the Mount of 
Olives all that he himself knew and that 
was important for them to know.) He 
withheld nothing from his friends; he gave 
himself, and with himself all things (John 
16:14, 15; Rom. 8:32). But it is ours 
to consider not only what our mighty and 
loving Friend means to us, but what we 
as friends mean to him. Three things he 
has a right to expect from his friends: con- 
fession and loyalty, obedience to his com- 
mandments, a heartfelt and personal love 
for himself. How our Lord longed for 
understanding love in those closing days! 
Mary gave it, and won an everlasting me- 
morial, His heart still yearns for our 
understanding love. He wants us to be 
perfectly satisfied with him, and to rejoice 
his heart by a love that 1s ready to give up 
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Lesson Calendar 


.The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
9. May 28.—Jesus and His Friends. 
Mark 13:1 to 14:9 
10. June 4.—Jesus Faces Betrayal and Denial. 
Mark 14: 10-72 
11. June 11.—Jesus on the Cross ..Mark 15 : 1-47 
12. June 18.—Jesus Rises from the Dead. 
Mark 16: 1-20 
13. June 25.—Review: Jesus Our Lord and 
Saviour. 
Third Quarter 
1. July 2.—Joshua. Joshua, Chapters 1-6, 23, 24 
2. July 9.—Caleb ....Numbers 13; Joshua 14 
3. July 16.—Deborah ..Judges, Chapters 4, 5 
4. July 23.—Isaiah Denounces Drunken- 
ness and Other Sins (Temperance 
EMMOOR) 5c a5 sv ave cecaccee ony Isaiah 5 : 1-30 








life for his sake now and that longs for his 
personal presence in that great Day of his 
return. The Father’s greatest gift to his 
Son—shall we dare to say it? —is his 
redeemed friends (John 17:6; Eph. 1: 18). 
Lesson Outlines 
“My FRIENDS” 
1. What he does for his friends. 
2. What he wants from his friends. 
3. The missionary ministry of his 
friends, 
4. His friends eagerly awaiting his per- 
sonal return. 
Curist’s PropHETIC MESSAGE 


1. Crisis of Jerusalem’s destruction, 
new beginning of present Church age. 


* 2, The present age: wars, famines, pes- 


tilences, earthquakes, preaching the Gos- 


pel. 


3. Crisis of his personal return, in- 
augurating the new age. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 
Christ’s Prophecy of His Second Coming. 
The Olivet message recorded in Matthew 
24, Mark 13, Luke 21, sets forth two great 
crises: the destruction of Jerusalem, which 
took place in A, D. 70, and the personal 
return of the Lord Jesus at the close of this 
age. After the manner of prophecy, these 
two are so closely intertwined that it ap- 
pears impossible to set apart all the verses 
that apply to each.event. The events at 
the destruction of Jerusalem are a fore- 
shadowing of the greater events at the end 
of the age. The destruction of Jerusalem 


-was a judgment on Israel after forty years 


of further testing, during which they re- 
jected the risen, glorified Lord, as they 
had rejected Jesus manifest in the flesh. 
At that time came the full inauguration of 
the age of Christ’s Church, now separated 
completely from the Judaism that rejected 
the Messiah. Jerusalem is to be under con- 
trol of the Gentiles during this present age, 
called “the times of the Gentiles.” This is 
made clear in Luke 21: 24, a key verse for 
the interpretation of the prophecy. But 
Israel’s rejection is not permanent (Rom. 
11:25, 26). This present age is to be char- 
acterized by war, pestilence, famine, earth- 
quake, which things are “the beginning of 
travail,” that is, the warning pains before 
the birth-pangs of a new age. But it is 
also the age of the preaching of the Gospel 
to all nations, the Church age, the dispen- 
sation of the Holy Spirit, the age of Gen- 
tile rule, the age of Christ’s bodily absence. 
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It is to be succeeded by the age of Christ’s 
personal presence, when the kingdom is 
restored to Israel (Acts 1:6; 3: 19-21), 
the age of universal peace and righteous- 
ness, “life from the dead” (Rom. II: 12, 
15), final preparation for the new heaven 
and new earth (Rev. 20:7; 21:1). 

Mary of Bethany. Study Mary in her 
three appearances in the Gospel narratives. 
Each time she is at the feet of the Lord 
Jesus. First for fellowship and instruction, 
then for comfort in sorrow, then for pour- 
ing out the loving gratitude of her heart 
(Luke 10: 38-42; John 7: 17-44; 12: 1-8). 
Practical and Personal Applications 

Let us prove that we are true friends of 
the Lord Jesus: first by accepting him as 
our Saviour and Lord, then by giving him 
our heart’s obedience and love. 


Let us win others to friendship with 
Christ Jesus. Men are either enemies of 
Christ or friends of his. Our fellowship 
is with the Father and with the Son, and 
we seek ever to win others into that fel- 
lowship (1 John.1: 3). 


Take heed to the word of prophecy. Just 
as the early Christians in the beginning of 
this age needed the instruction concerning 
the destruction of Jerusalem in A. D. 70, 
so do we, at the end of.the age, need in- 
struction for present living and for the 
future climax. 


Be ready for his coming by watching, 
praying, working. If we are watchful Chris- 
tians, that is, not slothful or sleeping, we 
shall pray and work. We cannot know 
fully the secret of right Christian service 
in this present age without relating it to 
the personal return of our Lord (Matt. 25: 
14-30; Luke 19: 11-27). Christian service 
is personally for him, and its culmination 
is to be at his coming (1 Thess, 2: 19; Rev. 
11: 18). 

Take the Gospel to every creature! The 
central appeal of our Lord in the message 
concerning his bodily absence is to take the 
Gospel to the uttermost parts of the earth 
(Mark 13:10). We are not to know the 
times or the seasons, but to be his witnesses 
and spread the message (Acts 1:7). 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 

The Great Commission is a great Com- 
mand: therefore to Go is our Great Calling. © 

In the glorious Gospel that was to be 
preached to all nations, our Lord gave a 
permanent place to one personal act of one 
woman: that is what the Gospel is, — the 
Lord’s personal love for each individual be- 
liever. 

First things first: this Gospel of grace 
must first be preached to all nations (Mark 
13: 10). 

Christ is ever the Judge and Divider of 
men: we are either adversaries or friends. 

Mary and Judas: their attitude to the 
Lord made the difference. 

Let us take care where our indignation 
and our criticism strike, 

“She hath done what she could”: the 
great matter is not to do great things, but 
to do what we can for Him, and He makes 
that great. 

We have beautiful hymns that speak of 
what his friendship means to us; but what 
of our friendship and its meaning to him? 
(Eph, 1: 18). 


Co_umsi,, S. C. 








330 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be —— by the 
editors, which might otherwise available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months.in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to ten the total for any one lesson. 

Why No Longitudinal Cheer?—And 
then shall they see the Son of man coming 
(Mark 13:26). There are times when, as 
we look in every direction about us, we can 
find nothing to cheer or encourage — or so 
it seems. At such times it is well to re- 
member that there is another direction in 
which we can look. A Christian layman 
who has been, and is being, sorely tested 
in strange, almost unbelievable ways by the 
betrayal of his trust on the part of fellow 
men writes a personal letter to the editor 
with a “Hallelujah!” in it. Then he adds, 
“Don’t you think it likely that one reason 
the Lord gives no cheer longitudinally is to 
concentrate all eyes upward?”—From The 
Sunday School Times.. Sent by Mary F, 
Wishard, San Rafael, Cal. 


Beware Giving This Opinion.—Lest 
coming suddenly he find you sleeping (v. 
36). The young playwright was reading 
a new drama to some critics, when he 
noticed that one of them was asleep. Stop- 
ping, he awoke the sleeper. and reproved 
him. He was reading his play, he said, to 
obtain the opinion of the critics. How, 
therefore, could a man who was asleep give 
an opinion? The offender pondered a mo- 
ment, and then ended the discussion by say- 
ing, “Sleep is an opinion.”—From Success- 
ful Farming. Sent by J. A. Raiser, 
Bucyrus, Ohio. Prize illustration. 


A Little Girl’s Example.—/ say unto all, 
Watch (v. 37). A little girl had been fis- 
tening while her mother’s friends had been 
speaking about the near return of the Lord, 
After some hours she was missed, She was 
found looking out of a window at the top 
of the house. Asked what she was doing, 
she said, “Oh, Mother, I heard you say 
Jesus might come today, and I wanted to 
be the first to see him. See! I washed 
myself and put on a clean pinny.”—From 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by Emily 
McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


Heavenly Fragrance.—An alabaster box 
of ointment of spikenard (14:3). “Donald 
Hankey had got up into the trenches. And 
regularly, presents, most welcome and ap- 
propriate, came to him. He says, how- 
ever, ‘Every week there used to come to 
the writer an envelope containing a gift 
more exquisitely subtle —a soft handker- 
chief wrapped round a sprig of verbena or 
of lavender. It was so out of keeping with 
every circumstance of one’s life, so like a 
breath of fragrance from another world, 
that its preciousness was infinite, unspeak- 
able.” To Jesus, drawing near his death, 
this gift of love must have come like a 
breath of fragrance from another world.— 
From “The Student in Arms?’ Sent by 
W. R. Clark, Leeds, Eng. 
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“I’ve Done Refusin’.,.—Ye are my 
friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you 
(Golden Text). “I’ve done refusin’.” 
These were the words of-an aged Chris- 
tian who had been unexpectedly asked by 
his pastor to lead the special meeting for 
the evening. In commencing the service, 
he stated that he had not expected to take 
charge of the meeting, and so was unpre- 
pared to make remarks on the topic before 
them. “But,” said he, “I have made up my 
mind that when I am asked to do anything 
in Christian work by one whom I have 
confidence in, if he thinks that it is my 
duty, even if I do not feel that I am pre- 
pared, I will try to do it. I’ve done re- 
fusin’.” No better opening for the prayer 
meeting that night was needed. What bet- 
ter keynote could be found? What a dif- 
ference would be seen at once in our social 
meetings and every branch of church work 
if only each professing Christian could say, 
“T’'ve done refusin’.”"—From. The Congre- 
gationalist. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Carth- 
age, S. D. 


Knowledge Does Not Save.—Ye are my 
friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you 
(Golden Text). I read the other day in 
a paper that a Hindoo will pass an exam- 
ination in science; he understands sanitary 
laws perfectly, but some way or other he 
never seems to understand how to apply 
them. He will go complacently into his 
own dirty compound and break every sani- 
tary law of which he is theoretically mas- 
ter. But you need not go to India to find 
a thing of that kind. You will find many 
men in this country who know the Lord’s 
will but who never dream of doing it— 
From The Presbyterian of the South. Sent 
by Mamie D. Smith, Petersburg, Va. 


ye 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. 
They are written by three members_ of 
The Sunda School Times _ staff,—Mr. 
McQuilkin, rs. Askew, and Mr. Smith. 
Have you tried assigning some of the ques- 
tions to different members of your class, 
letting them see whether they can discover 
the answers as given on a later page of 
this issue? 


HAT light does Matthew 24:14 throw 
upon Mark 13: 10? 


2. What does Luke say’ of the hearers of 
this teaching of our Lord’s? 


3. What events did our Lord mean would 
take place in that generation? What does 
“generation” mean 


4. Why was the knowledge of the time of 
his coming hidden from our Lord? 


5. Did Christ expect kis coming immediately 
after the destruction of Jerusalem? 

6.. What is the best way to watch for the 
coming of the Lord? 

7. Why: did Christ not give more details 
about the future events? 

8. What other incident in the Gospel is 
identical with Mark’s story in 14: 1-9, and 
which one, though similar in some details, 
cannot refer to the same woman or occasion? 

9. Why did the rulers plot to put Christ 
to death during the feast when they had de- 
cided not to do it during the feast? ~ 

10. In what does this lesson exalt spiritual 
value far above material value? 

11. Why was the spiritual value of the act 
of the woman far greater than the value of 
the costly ointment ? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on one of the later pages of this issue. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Home.—The house of Simon the leper 
(Mark 14:3). The title of the lesson is 
“Jesus and His Friends,” and here in 
“Simon the leper” is one of those friends. 
And here was one of the few homes open 
to the Man from Heaven, who as a Man 
on earth had nowhere to lay his head. 
He told you. “Foxes have holes, and the 
birds of the air have nests” (Matt. 8: 20). 

Only the homeless can appreciate a home. 
Ask the- “Star Boarder.” Ask the man 
whose family has all gone and he is living 
“at the club” or “at the hotel.” I know 
some of them. Ask the girl out on the 
street. “Oh, it was pitiful of a whole city 
full, home she had none,” sings Hood in 
his “Bridge of Sighs.” Well, neither had 
He who came to save the “one more un- 
fortunate weary of breath, rashly impor- 
tunate, gone to her death.’ One of these 
girls came to Jesus when he was “at meat” 
with another Simon, and you can read all 
about it in Luke 7: 36-30. 

I have every reason to believe the Lord 
Jesus at times felt as. homeless as other 
homeless men and women, and that Mat- 
thew 8:20 was a deep regretful sigh. He 
knows. And so, girlie, homeless and for- 
saken, pass up the Devil’s: suggestion of 
river, gas, and gun, and go to Him. This 
same invitation goes for Homeless Harry. 
An old fellow the other day came along the 
street with a bunch of shoe strings. “Is 
your home here in Coatesville?” I asked. 
There was longing and hopelessness and 
despair in the old fellow’s voice as he 
mournfully said, “Mister, I have no home.” | 

Ring Lardner-has an essay on “Home” 
in which he says, “Home is where you 
can ask for more soup. Home is where 
you can dunk your bread in the coffee. 
Home is where you can take off your 
shoes.” And a whole lot more familiar 
and amusing homely things. But here is a 
real definition of Home: Home is where 
the Lord Jesus is. Home is where Love is. 
Home is where Hope is. Home is where 
Faith is. And so we call Heaven “Home.” 
And Heaven can be here and now. 


Do It Now!—Why was this waste of 
the ointment made? (v. 4.) The modern 
funeral has come to be somewhat of a 
flower show whether master or man, mis- 
tress or maid, at least that is the case in 
Coatesville where we have all sorts of 
societies called from animals and birds, 
not to speak of churches and Bible classes. 
“Say it with flowers,” cries the advertise- 
ments of the Independent Order of Flower 
Growers. And they certainly do say it, 
including Yours Truly. In Jesus’ day if 
there had been an Independent Order of 
Perfume Makers and magazines they might 
have advertised, “Say it with Sweet Odors.” 
The ancients were artists in perfumes, and 
knew their language and power. 

You know the devastation of an open 
bottle of sulphuretted hydrogen (the gas 
in the spoiled egg). The ancients knew the 
glory and the uplift of odor at the opposite 
end of the scale of smells. They knew how 
to make perfumes talk. If you, even in this 
day, want to see the lady of the house 
really smile into a laugh, spend $25 and 
get her a little bottle of “Shalimar.” Why 
wait until she sleeps her last sleep and spend 
it on a “Gates Ajar” or some other fading 

















Lesson for May 28 


floral tribute that means nothing to the 
occupier of the casket? What! Twenty- 
five dollars for a couple tablespoonsful of 
perfumery ! 

Well, that is exactly what they said 
about this “waste” at Bethany, although 
that ointment might have cost as much as 
$100. 

Perfumes are distilled from flowers — I 
am not referring to the synthetic perfumes 
from coal tar —and it takes many roses to 
make one drop of attar of roses. To be 
exact, two thousand pounds of roses to 
make two pounds of perfume, so Dr. 
Ridgway says, who has just come home 
from Grasse, France, where they make it. 
So when Mary poured this, her most pre- 
cious possession, upon her beloved Saviour 
she was in truth “saying it with flowers” 
with the very sweet heart and essence of 
the flowers, 

The point I am trying to make is that the 
Lord Jesus got his “flowers” while he could 
enjoy the fragrance. That funeral I at- 
tended the other day had so many flowers 
the hearse could not carry them all. I 
happened to know the passenger in that 
hearse, under those flowers, got few, or 
none, while alive. Think of that, Mr. Man, 
and don’t wait for the undertaker — and 
regrets. 


In the Cemetery.—She hath done what 
she could.... This .. < shall be spoken of 
for a memorial of her (vs. 8, 9). This 
anointing to be the fragrant memorial, the 
monument, yea, the tombstone. A sweet 
memory of the departed dear one. To be 
remembered is a ruling passion of the hu- 
man race! “If we cannot in departing 
leave behind us footprints on the sands of 
time” we certainly can and do leave im- 
pressive stone piles. When they ask me 
in the great city what I would like to see 
I at once reply, “The cemetery.” Yes, you 
smile if. you have never been shown what 
is done for memorials when old Mr. Mil- 
lions passes on. 

In the city cemetery are great modern 
editions of Taj Mahal, artistic structures 
of great beauty, costing many thousands 
of dollars. The last burying place I was in 
was at Los Angeles. It is a palace, with 
places for the caskets and cabinets for the 
urns of those who choose to use the crema- 


tory in connection. 


In Buffalo, among the beautiful monu- 
ments is one of granite and plate glass, 
with a family in full size and white marble. 
Father, mother, and son, the latter shown 
reclining upon a divan with Bible in hand 
and finger inserted between pages. 

In New York’s famous city of the dead 
are hundreds of marble and granite mauso- 
leums of most exquisite beauty, with the 
family name carved over the door. One, 
they told us, cost near a million. And it 
looks it. Those beautifully carved stone 
ruins outside of Athens and Rome were 
(are) some great ones’ tombstones. But 
who knows and who cares anything about 
those long gone patricians whose names 
have been lost for centuries? 

Suppose that million dollar memorial in 
New York had taken the shape of an ice, 
milk, fresh air, or some other needed fund. 
Even a modest stone costs almost as much 
as the endowment of a hospital bed. The 
patient after patient that comes and goes 
year after year looks up at that brass 
plate'‘on the’ wall and sees the name of 
the donor “John. Smith” and this per- 
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ennial patient breathes the sweet per- 
fume of the gracious gift and blesses 
“John Smith the Donor.” When the im- 
mediate family dies off, who pays any at- 
tention to the big stone out in the cemetery 
— except the birds! 

COATESVILLE, Pa, 

we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham Clarke 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Principal Point: The Best Friend. 
1. Joan’s best Friend. 
2. My Saviour. 
3. Answering Satan. 
4. Mary’s sacrifice. 











NE day a little girl was showing a 

gentleman her birthday book. He 
turned over the pages and read the names 
of her friends. When he came to De- 
cember 25 he found one name, very care- 
fully written — “Dear Jesus Christ.” “But, 
Joan,” he said to her, “this book is only 
for the names of your friends.” Looking 
up into his face, Joan quietly replied, “Jesus 
Christ is my very best Friend.” 

Can you say that? If you can, then you 
will want to do something to please him, 
for we always want to do things for those 
we love, don’t we? But can we do any- 
thing to please the Lord Jesus? Yes, he 
wants us to do things for him, but first 























SCHEDULE TIME 
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we must know him as our Saviour. Do 
you know him as your Saviour? 

Tell the Gospel story once again, em- 
phasizing the substitutionary work of the 
Saviour at Calvary. 

There was once a schoolboy who took 
the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour. Soon 
after, he was sitting in the living room by 
himself, when Satan began to tempt him 
that it was all imagination and that the 
Lord Jesus had not really saved him at all. 
The argument grew so fierce that the boy 
said it seemed as if Satan was ‘actually 
under his chair talking to him. For a 
while he did not know how to answer him; 
then he had an idea. Drawing his Sword 
(his Bible), he placed his finger on John 
5:24, and reaching down under the chair, 
said: “There you are, Satan, read it for 
yourself!” Shall we find the verse and see 
what it was that defeated Satan? 

Our Bible story is about some one who 
had taken the Lord Jesus as her Saviour 
and now found that he was her very best 
Friend, too. Her name was Mary, and she 
loved the Lord Jesus so much that she 
longed to do something for him, but she 
was a poor woman— what could she do? 
Ah, she had one treasure—a lovely box 
made of alabaster, full of some sweet- 
smelling ointment — she would give that to 
the Lord Jesus. She would break the box 
open and pour it on his head. 

The story of this woman’s graceful act 
is one of the most beautiful. Read it 
from the Bible, stressing her loving devo- 






RUNNING ON 


THE THROTTLE 
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the posters, a new one for every week, with a display frame, may be had for $7, from the Gospel 
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tion. Mary’s sacrifice shines all the brighter 
against the dark backgroufd of selfishness 
in verses 4 and 5 of this fourteenth chap- 
ter. 
“very precious” to us, it becomes very 
precious to him also, and what is done for 
love of him is never forgotten. After all 
these hundreds of years the story of Mary’s 
sacrifice is told somewhere in the world 
every day! Repeat the Memory Verse. 
Bring out how the’Lord Jesus proved 
himself to be Mary’s best Friend by taking 
her part against those who found fault with 
her, calling her gift “waste.” Nothing 
given to him is ever wasted. Read verses 
6 and 8. “She hath done what she could.” 
“Little is much if God is in it.” Even the 
smallest service is acceptable to him. 


Expression Work 


Summarize the lesson thus on the black- 
board: 





Much love, 

An alabaster box of 
ointment 

Real Friend. 

Years of witness. 


Wuat Mary Hap 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
teach us, we pray thee, the lessons of watch- 
fulness as we wait for the coming of our 
Lord. Give us the alert spirit of expectancy. 
We would be thy friends in the fulfilling of 
thy commandments, and we would not let this 
obedience be with any lack of love, but with 
the joy of undeserved fellowship with thyself. 
May we look upon nothing that we do for 
thee as any sacrifice, but render gladly unto 
thee the sacrifice of praise and service, and 
the laying down of life at thy disposal. We 
ask this in the name of the Lord Jesus. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—When we are watch- 
ing and waiting for a friend whom we long 
to see, how the thought of that friend runs 
through the whole day for us! Yes, work 
may go on and duties may crowd, but un- 
derneath it all is the thought that some 
time that day you may expect to see your 
friend. How wonderful it is to have every 
assurance in God’s Word, that our best 
friend will some day return, and that he 
hopes to have us prepared for his coming, 
unspeakably gladdened at the very thought 
of seeing him whom we love! We shall 
not regret any sacrifice that we have made 
for him. We will regret that we did not 
do more. Just try to make a sacrifice for 
the Lord,-and see how quickly what you 
have done begins to look very small and 
unworthy alongside the Lord’s wonderful 
care for you! That precious ointment from 
Mary of Bethany, the Lord understood in 
a way that the folks around him did not. 
In his sight it was not wasted. He thought 
so much of her deed that he said the story 
of it would run throughout the world, 
wherever the Gospel is preached. What a 
memorial to unselfish and loving sacrifice! 
How far are you willing to be a real friend 
of the Lord? Are you willing to pay the 
price? Let us pray. 





YE ARE MY FRIENDS IF —? 
A Fe"? oF Jesus 
WHICH ? 








If we give to the Lord Jesus what is © 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: “Charley.” 
Discussion: Name some of the ways in 


which we may be watching for the com- 
ing of the Lord. 


Objective: That I may be found faithful, 


AY, fellows, recently on a holiday, my 

friend took me out to his private fish- 
ing place—a _ beautiful little lake, sur- 
rounded by the hills and woodlands of a 
lovely countryside. There was a tidy cabin 
by the lake, with conveniences for spending 
the night, and an oil stove and cooking 
utensils for a simple meal. A few hundred 
yards away there was a house for the care- 
taker and his family who worked a small 
truck garden. 

On the way out, I inquired of my friend 
what arrangement he had for keeping his 
private resort in order and guarding it from 
intruders. “Oh,” he said, “Charley keeps 
it for me. Charley is one of my_ best 
friends. He would guard that place with 
his life. He never leaves it, unless I go 
out there and make him get away for a 
day or two now and then. Today, for in- 
stance, is a holiday and there is a parade 
in town. Charley’s family will go to town, 
but not Charley. You can count on 
Charley’s being there at the gate. when we 
drive up. I never tell him when I am 
coming, but he is always on the watchout 
for me, and I know everything is in order.” 
Then he told me how, some years ago, he 
helped Charley out of a bad scrape. Charley 
had lost everything and was glad to be- 
come a tenant and a caretaker at the lake. 
Moreover, his gratitude to his benefactor 
was unbounded. They were friends— 
though one was employer and the other 
was servant; one was benefactor, the other, 
beneficiary. 

When we drove up, sure enough there 
was Charley, smiling. As they greeted 
each other, it was plain to see here was a 
genuine case of mutual esteem and friend- 
ship. Those men loved each other. 

I thought of “Jesus and his friends,” the 
title of this lesson; and I thought of the 
Golden Text: “Ye are my friends, if ye 
do the things which I command you” (John 
15:14). What a wonderful thing it is, 
fellows, that we may have the greatest 
Master in all the universe to serve, and at 
the same time claim him as personal friend. 
Our Lord has said it himself: “Henceforth 
I call you not servants, .. . but I have 
called you friends.” 

To be able to work and to have work 
to do is a satisfaction. To have work that 
you like to do, even though it is under a 
hard and unfeeling boss, is a greater satis- 
faction. To have congenial work, under a 
fair and sympathetic employer is a great 
boon. But to have congenial work to do 
for a real friend—that is a joy. Now, 
above all that, what can we say when we 
discover that it is our privilege to have 
work with Jesus Christ as our partner and 
our friend! No words in our language can 
express the dignity and the glory of it. It 
is too wonderful. 

Shall we obey his commands, fellows? 
Yes; indeed! Shall we watch for his com- 
ing? Let anybody see if they can catch us 
missing! Can we defy the Devil, himself, 
who would do what he tan to make us 
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neglectful, so that the Bridegroom shall 
come and find us with “no oil-in our vessels 
with our lamps”? Yes, we can defy even 
the Devil, if we are willing to do the Mas- 
ter’s will, And how wonderful at His 
coming! We shall laugh and we shall 
praise — because we were faithful — and 
watched. 


Greenssoro, N, C. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





SESUS AND HIS FRIENDS. 
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Teaching by Objects 
By thel S. Low 





MATERIAL: A 
pupils. 


teacher and two 











HESE two girls both say they love 

this teacher dearly, and they love to 
walk with her, and bring her gifts, and 
they are her friends. 

Suppose this teacher tells all her pupils 
that she positively must not have any whis- 
pering in her class,—not one word. And 
the very first time she turns her back, she 
hears buzz-buzz, and she turns around and 
finds this girl whispering. And she has to 
punish her. But Mary is sorry and insists 
that she loves the teacher, and she will 
be good. But the next day Mary does the 
same thing. And she is sorry again. But 
she still says she loves the teacher, and still 
brings her gifts. What does the teacher 
decide about Mary’s love and friendship? 
I know I’d decide that Mary loved herself 
and her own way far more than she did 
the teacher. 

This other girl always does exactly what 
the teacher tells her, and the teacher knows 
she loves her. 

We say we love Jesus Christ, and are his 
friends, but we go right ahead and do our 
own will. He says, “Ye are my friends, 
if ye do whatsoever I command you.” 
What about it? Are we his friends? 


Mopesto, CAL. 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Mark’s story of the Teacher among his 
friends: 


1. His teaching concerning his resurrec- 
tion. 


2. His teaching concerning the end of 
the age. 


3. His teaching concerning his return. 
4. His teaching concerning gifts to ®im. 











HAT a relief it must have been to 
our Lord to turn from those carp- 
ing critics to the exclusive company of his 
own friends. Even in reading Mark’s story 
of it all, one feels the quietness of chapter 
13 after the unrest of chapter 12. Even 
though his friends were slow of under- 
standing and weak in living up to their 
profession of friendship for him, still he 
knew their love was warm and sincere, 
and it must have been sweet to the Lord 
Jesus to feel this as he taught them almost 
the last lessons in his course of training 
for them. ‘The three years of “schooling” 
was nearly done. Soon the Master Teacher 
must leave these “scholars” to put into 
practice what they had learned of him, so 
he patiently gives them these last precious 
hours. of his best light upon things he 
knew would surely try their faith — and 
ours —after he had gone back to the 
Father. What were these last lessons? 
1. Through the symbol of the destruction 
of the Temple he foretold his own death 
and resurreetion (cf. Mark 13:1, 2 with 
John 2: 19-22). 
- 2. Then, sitting on Mount Olivet, looking 
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directly down upon the city and its great 
Temple, he carefully taught his disciples 
how to interpret the signs of the time of 
the end of this age, which shall be con- 
cluded only when the Gospel shall have 
been preached unto all nations. (Mark 13: 
3-23, noting verse 10 especially.) Note 
carefully the Lord’s own description of the 
things that would precede the end, and 
those that would accompany it, marked by 
his words, “But when” in Mark 13: 14. 


3. See how clearly he foretold his own 
return, “after” all those signs and times, 
as Mark records his words in 13: 24-37. 
Since no man knows the day or the hour 
of his return, how well it is to heed Jesus’ 
last word on this subject, “Watch.” 

4. The section of this lesson that will 
most help your girls, probably, is that one 
recording the loveliest love-gift ever made 
to Jesus, the divine lover of all men’s souls 
(Mark 14: 1-9). It is possible that Mark 
may have been among Simon’s guests that 
night, but more probably he heard these 
details from Peter, who was certainly an 
eye-and-ear witness of it all. (Mark’s thir- 
teenth chapter must have been revealed to 
him by Peter, also. Note the absence of 
the previous personal touches concerning 
Jesus himself, so marked in other passages 
of this Gospel.) The Lord’s own com- 
mendation of Mary’s gift is all and the 
best that can be said of it. 


Home Study 


Read John’s account of this same supper 
(John 12:1-8). Memorize the one that 
appeals most strongly to you, as your own 
standard of giving to him who gave him- 
self for you—as well as for Mary of 
Bethany and John Mark. 


Decatur, GA. 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for May 28) 


1, Matthew adds the words: “This gospel 
of the kingdom shall be preached in all the 
world [inhabited earth] for a witness unto all 
nations [or “testimony,” 
and then shall the end come.” Universal _ac- 
ceptance of the Gospel is not predicted before 
the end of this sage, only the preaching of it 
as .a “testimony.” 


2. Luke 21: 38, 37: “And all the people 
came early in the morning to him jn the 


temple, for to hear him,” as he was “in the 
day time . . . teaching in the temple” these 
things: 


3. There are noted scholars who claim that 
the Word for “generation” can only mean the 
ordinary lifetime of people then living. Other 
equally great scholars say that in certain 
places the word must mean the race of the 
Jews (Matt. 12:45). In either case, there 
were some of Christ’s prophecies fulfilled in 
forty years, in that generation. Other proph- 
ecies are to be fulfilled at his second coming 
when the race of Jews, vitally connected with 
Christ’s own generation, are still in existence. 

4. Christ said he made known to his dis- 
ciples all that the Father had revealed to him, 
and this knowledge may have been withheld 
from our Lord in his humanity so as to em- 
phasize the fact that it is to be hidden from 
the Church, and that he might be one with 
them in this. 


5. No. All of his prophecies indicate that 
he expected a long period to intervene between 
the destruction of Jerusalem and his second 
coming. 

6. To be so occupied as that we shall not 
be embarrassed when he appears, but will 
rather be greatly rejoiced. 

7. He had the practical purpose of giving 
the disciples the warnings they needed, while 
encouraging his Church to watch and pray 
and work while waiting for his return. 


as the R. V. reads] ;. 
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8. Clearly John 12: 1-8 is a record of the 
same story given in Mark 14: 1-9, with a 
few additional details; whereas that given in 
Luke 7: 36-50 is of a wholly different time, 
person, and occasion. Nor is there any rea- 
son to identify the “sinful woman” of Luke's 
story with that other Mary of Magdala, as is 
often done. 

9. It was the offer of Judas to deliver Christ 
secretly that furnished the rulers the oppor- 
tunity to condemn him to death without a 
public tumult, which was what they feared. 

10. In the breaking of the cruse of costly 
ointment and pouring on the head of Jesus, 
the woman exalted spiritual value above mate- 
pe Ec: the Lord confirmed her in it. 


Because ointment used in the ordinary 
way coud be of only temporary value, but be- 
ing sacrificed as an act of devotion to the 
Lord, its spiritual value was extended through 
time and eternity. 








Why the Age of Invention? 




















(Continued from second page) 


How significant it is that about the time 
the era of scientific invention began the 
great modern missionary movement began, 
and the great Bible societies were formed 
and began sending out Bibles by the mil- 
lion copies in many languages. Do we not 
see God’s mighty hand in it all? Let us 
remember that nothing at all “just hap- 
pens,” but that the same heavenly Father 
who numbers the hairs of our heads has his 
guiding hand at the helm of this world’s 
affairs. 

Is the Church, the body of Christ, using 
this equipment that God has provided as 
faithfully as he expects us to do? 

A Christian man was walking along a 
city street not long ago and stopped to 
listen to a wayside radio. Something that 
was said attracted his attention — some- 
thing about prejudice and progress. The 
voice. was deep, rich, and resonant. “That 
sounds good,” thought the listener; “an 
evening lecture, probably. I might learn 
something.” So he paused and listened. 

“Prejudice believes nothing can be im- 
proved,” came the Daniel Webster voice. 
Some noted speaker had evidently come to 
town. 5; ; 

“Progress believes everything can be im- 
proved.” 

“Prejudice looks backward; progress 
looks forward.” “I’m for progress,” said 
the listener to himself, drinking it in. 

“Prejudice looks downward; progress 
looks onward and upward.” 

“Prejudice gets along with just a smoke, 
but progress evolved ,’—and a popu- 
lar brand of cigarettes was named! 

And the listener walked on, a sadder and 
a wiser man. 

The Devil is using these marvelous means 
that God provided for the preaching of 
his Word. Of course the tares must grow 
together with the wheat until the harvest. 
But we must not let the tares choke out 
the wheat entirely. 

When the world-wide message has been 
delivered, and the world has been told of 
the Gospel of the Kingdom, and the King- 
dom has been actually set up, will all this 
equipment be scrapped? There is no good 
reason to suppose it will be. Surely the 
Lord who made it all possible can use it, 
with infinitely greater blessing and effec- 
tiveness than it has yet been used, for the 
blessing of mankind when he is reigning 
over this world in person, and when “the 

















Can You 
Really Teach the 
Crucifixion Lesson? 


HE Sunday-school lesson 

for June 11 is ‘‘Jesus on 

the Cross.” The last mes- 
sage prepared for publication 
by the late George Guille, 
President of William Jennings 
Bryan University, was ‘‘ The 
Gospel in the Crucifixion,’’ 
which was published serially in 
THE SuNDAyY ScuHooL TIMEs 
and as a booklet by the Bible 
Institute Colportage Associa- 
tion. It is one of the most 
unusual and rewarding studies 
of the hidden meanings of our 
Lord’s crucifixion ever pub- 
lished. For example, have 
you realized the meaning of 


The Two Barabbases 
The Scarlet Robe 
The Crown of Thorns 
Skull Place 
The Cup 
The Seamless Dress 
The Superscription 
Numbered with Transgressors 
The Three Crosses 
Enemies Preaching 
The Darkness 
and the Interpreting Cry 
Six and Nine 
God’s Wrath Revealed 
The Finished Work 


Every Sunday-school teacher 
ought to have Mr. Guille’s 
booklet, together with another 
little working tool, ‘‘An In- 
dex to the Holy Bible,’’ which 
is a pocket topical text book 
filled with the most useful in- 
formation for all your Bible 
study. 


You may have these two un- 
usual booklets without money 
cost if you will send ¢hrvee Ten 
Weeks Get Acquainted sub- 
scriptions to THE SUNDay 
SCHOOL TIMEs, at 25 cents 
each, to be sent to three of 
your friends not now taking 
the paper. 


Just send the names and 
addresses for the three sub- 
scriptions, with 75 cents, and 
mention this offer, to 


The Sunday School Times Company 
325 North Thirteenth St., Philadelphia 
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earth shall be full of the knowledge of 
the Lord, as the waters cover the sea” 
(Isa, 11:9). We may well believe that all 


_ the wonders of human invention that dazzle 


us today are but a faint foregleam of the 
wonders of human invention that God witl 
release in the millennial age. 

But above all we shall finally learn that 
men do not live by the knowledge they 
accumulate; though it fill vast libraries ; 
nor by inventions to serve them, though all 
the elements of earth and sea and air wait 
upon them, but “by every word that pro- 
ceedeth out of the mouth of God.” 


we 
The Toronto Globe 


OST people in Canada, and many 

throughout the United States and 
Great Britain, know of a daily newspaper 
that has reached its ninetieth year of ex- 
traordinary history and service, The Globe, 
published in Toronto. And many look upon 
this daily of large circulation and powerful 
influence as unique among metropolitan 
newspapers, because of its fearless and un- 
compromising Christian testimony. 

Not only does it give far more than usual 
newspaper attention to church affairs and 
Christian activities, but for many years it 
has published every Wednesday on its edi- 
torial page, not specially designated but 
appearing among the usual editorials that 
discuss. national and. international events, a 
Christian message of true evangelical char- 
acter, The Globe’s “Wednesday Sermon,” 
as many affectionately term it, has been a 
landmark in daily newspaper journalism 
these many years, and continues today with- 
out interruption. It is not merely a “re- 
ligious” article, sidestepping the Gospel and 
evangelical truth as so many religious arti- 
cles in secular journalism do, but it is 
true to the blood atonement, the inerrant 
inspiration of the Scriptures, the deity of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and the other 
precious fundamentals of the faith. 

When .it is noted that the President of 
the Globe Printing Company is W. G. Jaf- 
fray, brother of the well-known missionary 
in China, R. A. Jaffray, both brothers be- 
ing members of the Board of- Directors of 
The Globe and these two brothers standing 
shoulder to shoulder for the old faith and 
the only Gospel, the testimony of The Globe 
is explained. The Rev. R. A. Jaffray is 
one of the leading missionary statesmen in 
the world today, having represented the 
Christian and Missionary Alliance in China, 
and now in such South Sea Islands as 
Borneo and Bali, for many years. Mr. 
W. G. Jaffray and his wife stand uncom- 
promisingly for the old faith in Canada; 
and the Managing Editor, Mr. H. W. An- 
derson, with his fine staff, co-operate in 
maintaining the high ideals and policies of 
this paper, the first issue of which appeared 
March 5, 1844. The late Dr. W. H. Grif- 
fith Thomas wrote the Sunday-school les- 
son article in The Globe up to the time of 
his death in 1924, and the Editor of the 
Times, Charles G. Trumbull, has continued 
it since that time. THe SuNpay ScHOOL 
Times extends its heartiest congratulations 
to this Christian newspaper and its long 
and honorable career, now nearing a cen- 
tury of service, and invites God’s people 
everywhere to pray for its guidance, em- 
powering, and ministry. 


May 13, 1933 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











June 4. God Working Through Us in Every- 
day Life. 1 Cor. 3: 9-15. (Consecration meet- 
ing.) 

June 11. What Shall We Do with Our Educa- 
tion? Acts 7 : 22, 30-36. ‘ 

June 18. How Can We Improve Our Time? 
Eph. 5: 15, 16. 

June 25. Some Social Dangers and How to Re- 
move Them. Rom. 13 : 11-14. 





Sunday, May 28 


How May We Be True to the Mission- 
ary Spirit of Jesus? (Matt. 28 : 16-20) 





Mon.—Share with the nations (Eph. 3: 1-9). 
Tues.—Seeing a world-Saviour (Acts 4 : 12). 
Wed.—Sceing a world need (Acts 26 : 13-20). 
Thurs.—Seeing missionary results (Acts 10: 


44-48). 
Fri.—Seeing a lost world (Rom. 1o : 8-15). 
Sat.—A missionary church (1 Thess. 1: 1- 
10). 











How may we use the stereopticon or moving 
pictures in the interest of missions? 


Could our society help support a missi y? 
How? At what cost? 


How can we develop Christ’s deep interest in 
others? 
N ENGLISH woman, who often gave 
gifts to a certain mission in India with 
which Mr. Robert Wilder was connected, 
was one day thanked by Mr. Wilder’s 
mother for some act of kindness. With an 
earnest look she said: “You are under 
no more obligation to go down and teach 
the women in those huts than I am.” 
This woman had caught the meaning of 
the verses assigned for our Scripture read- 
ing, and she recognized that “Go ye there- 
fore” includes every disciple of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Have you seen it that way? 
Some one has rightly said that God’s com- 
mand to go stands until we have his counter 
command to stay. 





But we need to recognize that we cannot 
be true to the missionary spirit that domi- 
nated the Lord Jesus merely by working 
up a sort of sentimental pity for the lost. 
Such a sentiment will not carry us through 
very many persecutions or dangers. Soon 
it will grow cold. We need the burning 
passion that only God himself can put into 
our hearts,—a passion that will cause us 
to think nothing of physical comforts or 
personal gratifications so long as we may 
be his messengers. 

We have a definite part, however, in 
making it possible for God to put such a 
passion upon our hearts. The faithful read- 
ing of the Word is certain to stir our 
hearts with his love for us. 

His Word brings us to the realization 
that he wants us to surrender all that we 
have and are to him so that he might use 
us and send us forth (Rom. 12:1, 2). 
Having brought us thus far through the 
Word we can count absolutely upon God 
putting in our hearts the zeal that will be 
the great driving force to send us out for 
him. 

se 


But what about those of us before whom 
God has placed a very definite and urimis- 














Lesson for May 28 


takable barrier against going in person? Is - 


our responsibility discharged? Not at all. 
God still can use us to help send others 
who are free to go. 

Do you know- what it costs to support 
a native worker or a missionary? Your de- 
nominational mission board can tell you. 
Secure this information from them, and 
keep it before the minds of the other mem- 
bers of your young people’s society. 


Having done all we can either to go or to 
send, there is still a most important work 
that we can do as individuals and as a 
group. Missionaries who return from the 
field tell us with earnest pleading how they 
count upon the prayers of those who are at 
home. 

How much time do you give in a week 
to praying definitely for those who are 
carrying the Good News to the uttermost 

“parts? What a little we would have to 
give up in order to maintain an active and 
intelligent intercession for missionaries. 
Yet how often we withhold even that small 
service ! 

We cannot pray intelligently unless we 
are intelligently informed. Get your de- 
nominational mission board ‘to give you the 
names of missionaries who want prayer 
help. Have your society secretary corre- 
spond with these missionaries and secure 
from them definite needs that you may pray 
for, and keep posted as to when these needs 
are answered and fresh ones arise. 

And above all ask God to direct your 
prayer life and put upon your heart a real 
burden of intercession. for those who are 
doing day by day the work that you and I 
are also called to do. 


PHILADELPHIA. 





Children at Home 





Watching the Birds in May 
By Lillian M. Weeks * 


This is the third of four stories show- 
ing what birds may be seen in March, 
olor" April, and May. 


oe H, FRANCES,” called Katherine as 

her friend was passing her house on 
the; way to the grocery store. “Aunt Mar- 
garet. just telephoned and wanted to know 
if we, would like to go on a bird walk to- 
morrow morning. She says she always 
celebrates May-day that way, and she is 
going up the river road to the old mill. 
If we want to go along she said to be ready 
by :five o’clock.” 

“My,. that’s awful early,” said Frances, 
“I never get up before seven-thirty.” 

“That’s what I thought, but it-will be 

‘fun,, I told her I would go, but Mother 
will, have to wake me.” 

“All right, I'll bé over if I can get up in 
time. I’ll set the alarm clock, and bring 
Billy if I can get him awake.” 

Viery.soon after the appointed hour next 
morning Aunt Margaret and the three chil- 
dren passed along the quiet village street, 
and in a few minutes turned into the road 
that, followed the bank. of the river up to 
the old mill which had been deserted for 
many years. 
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“Let’s stop a few minutes and listen to 
the - birds,” said Aunt Margaret. “How 
many can you tell by their ‘song ?” : 

On every side there was such a burst 
of melody that at first it-seemed impossible 
to pick out the individual singers. 

“Tt’s like a great orchestra,” said Frances. 

“Yes,” said Aunt Margaret, “and while 
there are so many musicians there are no 
discords. I like to think of them as sing- 
ing a great hymn of praise to their Maker. 
Just as soon as it begins to get light they 
lift their voices in song. We didn’t get 
here in time to hear the first of the con- 
cert.” 

“TI hear robins,” said Katherine, “and a 
cardinal, but I don’t know very many birds 
just by their songs.” 

“You can soon learn to recognize them 
just as you do the voices of your friends,” 
replied her aunt. 

“What is that bird with the speckled 
breast and brown back away wp in that 
tree?” asked Billy. 

They looked in the direction he was 
pointing, and Katherine whispered: | “It 
must be a wood thrush. I was reading 
about them just a few days ago. What a 
sweet song he has!” 

“Yes,” said Aunt Margaret, “I think they 
just came last night, for I haven’t heard 
them before.” 

“Do birds travel at night?” asked Billy. 
“T thought only owls could see at night.” 

“Most of the birds when migrating, espe- 
cially in the spring, travel at night. It is 
one of the great mysteries of nature how 
they can find their way for hundreds of 
miles, some of them for thousands of miles, 
back to the very place where they were 
hatched the year before, yet there is plenty 
of proof that they do.” 

“Listen, do you hear that song which 
sounds as though the singer was just burst- 
ing with joy?” 

After a moment the song stopped, and 
a trim gray bird flew out of a thicket to 
the maple by the side of the road. 

“Don’t you know him? Then let me 
introduce you to Mr. Catbird, one of the 
most interesting of our feathered friends.” 

Mr. Catbird gave a quick, soft “meow,” 
and with a flip of his tail flew away. 

The children laughed, and Billy said, 
“We'll know you the next time we see you, 
Mr. Catbird.” 

They walked up the road and stopped 
beside a big elm, whose slender branches 
hung over the river on one side and reached 
out over the road on the other. Looking 
up they caught a glimpse of flame-colored 
plumage and heard a rich, high, whistled 
song. 

“It’s a Baltimore oriole,” said Aunt Mar- 
garet, “one of our gayest colored birds 
with his orange suit trimmed with black 
and white. I hope we can find one of 
their nests later on, for it is a very curi- 
ous, woven pouch, hung on the extreme 
end of a limb. Perhaps they will build 
in this elm, for it is one of their favorite 
trees.” 

“Oh, look!” exclaimed Frances. “There 
is a robin’s nest on that old rail fence. 
See, the old bird is on the post.” 

Very quietly they approached the fence 
and each one had a peep into the mud 
plastered nest with its four greenish-blue 
eggs. 


335 














P+ LEADERS 
EWILLIAM ALLAN DGAN 
ARNO C. GAGBELEIN) 
VANCE HAVNER 
E€RLING C. OLSEN 
ISAAC PAGES 
GEORGE W. RHOADS 
CAPT. REGINALD WALLIS 
_ DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE gf 
HOMER HAMMONTREE 4 


ion fi 


+, 









$ SINSUDSINOD Said 


& 
3 






REVELATION CRUISE 
DREXEL BUILDING - PHILADELPHIA 





The mother bird gave a sharp cry of 
alarm which brought her mate hurrying to 
her side. 

“We won’t hurt your nest,” said Aunt 
Margaret as she motioned the children 
away, “but I don’t think you chose a very 
good place for it. A snake or a cat or an 
owl could very easily find it.” 

A few minutes later they reached the 
old mill and found seats on a fallen tree 
by the side of the old mill pond. 

Aunt Margaret opened a paper bag she 
had been carrying and passed around some 
sandwiches. “I don’t suppose you had time 
to eat any breakfast, so I thought you 
might be hungry by this time.” 

“I was wondering how I could wait 


until I got home,” said Billy. “My, but 
this is good.” 
“Hush,” warned Katherine. “Look at 


that little bird on the other side of the 
pond. What funny motions he has, teeter- 
ing up and down like a seesaw. He has 
a spotted breast and a brownish back, but 
he doesn’t look like the thrush we saw a 
while ago. What it is, Aunt Margaret?” 

“It is a spotted sandpiper. I used to 
think one could sée sandpipers only on the 
seashore, but this one may be found in al- 
most any part of the country, but always 
near water. They make their nest in the 
grass not far from the water’s edge, but 
it is too early to look for their nests yet. 
I think he has just arrived also.” 

“It is six-thirty,” said Aunt Margaret, 
looking at her watch. “We must be start- 
ing home, as I have to be back in the city 
by eight. Keep your eyes open, and see 
how many nests you can find during the 
next two weeks, for this is a very busy time 
in birdland.” 

They reached home shortly after seven 
o'clock, ready for a hearty breakfast. 


(To be concluded) 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
oo! Lesson Committee. 


May 22°to 28 


Mon.—Mark 13 : 33-37. Jesus Warns His Friends. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Paul tells the 
Philippians that they obeyed much more in 


By Our —, Convenient, Inexpensive 
DIME INLAY aap 
‘Shake-A-Tree”’ 
Collector. Capacity, $2.00 
Coin pockets are provided 
for the reception of twenty 
dimes which may be in- 
serted at convenient inter- 
vals to be held firmly by 
our new triangle retainer 
strap. 
They usually come 
back full. 


Price $5.00 per hundred. 
100 a eras 














Distribute in June for 
Recall in September. 
Send for Samples of this 
and others. 
SO ie & WOGLOM Co. 

96 Broadway, New York 


LDREN'S DAY 


AMUSiC TREE 


Our 40 page catalogue includes eye pew! services of songs, 
recitations, etc, This, only is 
1933 Children’s Day Helper Ne. 19—25 cents. 
More than 100 recitations, exercises, drills, songs, etc. 
Pageantry—Song Stories, etc. 
Returnable Samples sent for examination. 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
‘Superior to any S. S. song and hymn book.” 
book for which 1 ove been waiting,” ‘‘ ‘The nearest to 
my ideal.’ Quality high, price reasonable, terms— 
«Pay as you Sing!’’ Send for a returnable copy. 
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Rope Bristol_$30- oo the hundred. 
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his absence (2:12). 
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Only the power of 
an inner heavenly life -will make. such a 
thing possible for. us while the Lord Jesus 
is. in Glory. With all his solemn warnings 
against sleeping, -we shall fail to keep 
awake in this evil time apart from the 
“more grace” provided for the people of 
God for this end period of the age. Jesus 
warns but he also gives enabling grace. 
Pray very definitely for Tibet.. Pray that 
a wide door for the Gospel may be opened. 


Tues.—Mark 14 : 1-9. Jesus Anointed in Bethany. 

Prayer SuGGESTIONS: The anointing of 
our Lord’s body for the burying by this 
woman of Bethany occurred two days be- 
fore the crucifixion (Matt. 26:1, 2). While 
at the moment the Sanhedrin plotted his 
death, which they could not execute until 
the appointed time, Christ was being given 
an anointing of costliest perfume. | Prob- 
ably a year’s wage went into that gift. it 
was not too much for Jesus and it was 
worth infinitely less than the honor it 
brought the giver. Nothing done for the 
Lord Jesus loses its reward. What. is your 
alabaster box? Pray for a great work of 
God in Russia. Reports are current that 
interest in religion is spreading rapidly 
among the Russian soldiery. The number 
thus religiously-minded is estimated between 
forty and seventy per cent in some garri- 
sons. 


Wed.—Luke 10 : 38-42. Jesus Among Friends. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Martha also sat at 
Jesus’ feet (v. 39); but she did not sit 
there as long nor as happily as did her 
sister Mary. Martha was distracted 
(“drawn different ways,” margin). Both 
loved Jesus and were happy in his love, but 
in‘ one, love was concentrated, and in. the 
other it was scattered. Such pleasure or 
pain to the heart of Christ is given even 
now by his dear people. What does the 
Lord Jesus receive from the reader? Do 
you have his sweet commendation for hav- 
ing chosen that good part which shall not 
be taken away, or his reproof for having a 
mind preoccupied with matters of minor 
importance? Pray for the spread of evan- 
gelism in Spain and for a greater manifes- 
tation of the power of the Holy Spirit in 
Gospel testimony. 


Thurs.—Luke 8 : 1-3. Ministering to Jesus. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Appreciation of 
saving grace was the inspiration for this 
holy service by these noble women dur- 
ing our Lord’s wide preaching circuit. 
They loved and served. The deeper the 
sense of love-debt to Christ the richer will 
be our love-service to him. The annals of 
Church and missionary history add to the 
list of ministering women. What will be 
the wonder of God’s people when the rec- 
ord is finally made public in the great day 
that is to come! Pray for work being done 
for Christ among the lepers in China. 
China leads the world in its number -oj 
lepers, having more than a million. 
Fri.—John 6 : 66-71. True to Jesus. 

PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: Attachment to 
Christ not born of the Spirit of God is 
temporary. The deep underlying spiritual 
cause of Peter’s representative speech for 
the eleven: disciples is explained in the 
words of Christ after “The Great Con- 
fession.” He said, “Flesh and blood hath 
not revealed it unto thee, but. my Father 
which is in heaven” (Matt. 16:17). “No 
man can come to me, except the Father 
which hath sent me draw him” (John 6: 
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44). “Oh, to grace how great a debtor!” 
Pray for evangelistic: labors among «the 
hundred and fifty thousand Ducat priests 
in Siam. 


Sat.—Luke 22 24-30. Friendship Rewarded. 

Prayer SUGGESTIONS: Humble service 
for Christ will have a rich reward. He 
was among the sons of men in the form of 
a servant and if we have his Spirit we shall 
count it better to minister than to be served. 
Some belated sufferings of Christ have 
fallen to the Church. We may count it 
all joy, yes, even glory in sufferings for 
his dear Name’s sake. Continuance with 
him in these experiences will eventuate in 
wondrous blessing at his table, in his King- 
dom and on his Throne. Pray for the 
Druses, a people inhabiting the ranges of 
the Lebanon Mountains, Syria. They are 
a warlike people, hostile to every religious 
approach, 
Sun.—John 15 : 9-17. 

Jesus’ Love for His Friends. 

PraYER SUGGESTIONS: That he stooped 
to ask the love of our poor hearts will be 
a wonder throughout eternity. “I have 
loved you,” “I have called you friends,” 
“I have chosen and ordained you,” 
furnish food for profitable meditation as 
long as breath remains in us and longer. 
We borrow David's language concerning 
Jonathan and say to our Lord Jesus, “Thy 
love to me was wonderful, passing the love 
of women” (1 Sam. 1:26). Pray for the 
early completion of Bible versions for the 
numerous tribes in Volta and Niger river 
districts in Africa, who are still without 
the Word of God in their own language. 
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